Rev. Richard G. Roger
May 20, 1937 - January 6, 2018

LEOMINSTER- Reverend Richard G. Roger, 80, of Leominster, passed away Saturday,
January 6, 2018, in his home.
Father Roger was born May 20, 1937, in Leominster, son of the late Oliva J. and Exina M.
(Fontaine) Roger. He was a 1955 graduate of St. Bernard’s Central Catholic High School
in Fitchburg. He graduated from Assumption College in 1959, the Seminary of Philosophy
in Montreal in 1960, the Grand Seminary of Montreal in 1964.
Father Richard Roger was ordained to the Priesthood for the Diocese of Worcester at the
Cathedral of St. Paul on May 7, 1964.
Father Roger was assigned to St. Joseph Parish in Worcester from 1964-1967, Sacred
Heart Parish in Southbridge from 1967-1972, Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in
Winchendon from 1972-1976, Anna Maria College in Paxton from 1976-1979, Notre Dame
Parish in Southbridge from 1979-1982, Sacred Heart Parish in Webster from 1982-1991,
Holy Cross Parish in E. Templeton from 1991-1994, and Notre Dame/St. Joseph Parish in
Worcester from 1994-2013. During many of these years he was very involved in
Worldwide Marriage Encounter as chaplain and advisor. Father Roger retired in 2013.
St. Cecilia’s Church in Leominster was his home Parish. He loved St. Cecilia’s and its
parish family and continued to assist there after his retirement, including being their
Parochial Administrator for awhile after his retirement.
He had a great love for and pride in his family, always looking forward to enjoying holidays
with them, presiding and celebrating many of their sacraments and liturgies, and he was
known as the family historian. He was a remarkably dedicated son, brother, and uncle. He
enjoyed his annual trips with his mother and other family to visit relatives in Canada, and
in younger years took his Mom on trips to visit Rome and Vatican City and other parts of
Europe, memories which he cherished. In recent years his great joys were helping out at
St. Cecilia’s and other nearby churches, holidays and visits with family, pastoral ministry

toward those in need, and his Thursday lunches with his cousins Ron and Jeanette and
Connie and other relatives and dear friends.
Fr. Roger was a dedicated, obedient, faithful priest. He was selflessly present to those in
need, and inconspicuously generous to many, giving with no expectation of a return. No
one remembers him ever asking for anything for himself.
He leaves one brother, Paul F. Roger and his wife, Pauline (Caron) of Ashburnham; many
nieces, nephews, great nieces, great nephews, and cousins; his former sister--in-law,
Renee B. Roger and sister--in-law, Ruth A. Roger.
He was predeceased by his brother, Raymond E. Roger and his sister, Madeleine E.
Siciliano, wife of the late Joseph F. Siciliano.
The Mass of Christian Burial will be held Saturday, January 13, at 10:00 A.M. at St. Cecilia
Church, 180 Mechanic St., Leominster. Burial will follow in St. Cecilia Cemetery.
Calling hours are Friday, January 12, from 3:30 to 6:30 P.M. in Simard Funeral Home, 14
Walker St., Leominster. His body will be reverently transferred to St. Cecilia Church
privately in the evening hours.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made in his memory to the St. Cecilia’s
Building Fund, 170 Mechanic St., Leominster, MA 01453, or to the church or charity of
one’s choice.
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Comments

“

Thanks to each of you for your condolences, which touch our hearts. We will miss
him greatly, as he was such a remarkable presence in our family. We are grateful to
have had his many blessings, his warm and unassuming presence, his ready smile.
Although it has been a bit of a shock to u, are happy for him that he was given such
a grace as to be able to hop from this life to the next in a heartbeat. Please keep him
in happy memory and pray for the condolence of all who grieve him.

- a nephew - January 15, 2018 at 12:56 PM

“

Father Dick, as Sister Sylvia Lariviere, PM, always called him, was a most liked
curate at Immaculate Heart of Mary Church - Winchendon, during the early and mid
1970s. My mother was the bookkeeper at IHM and my father was the Finance
Committee Chairman during this time, so our family got to know Fr. Ro ger more
closely than your usual parish priest. We stayed in touch for many years but then lost
contact during the Worcester years. I met Fr. Roger 2 years ago at the Holy Cross
chicken BBQ, and it was like we had never lost touch!
I would like to extend our family's condolences on the passing of Father Richard
Roger to the Roger and Siciliano families.
Marc Brouillette
The family of the late Albert and late Irene Brouillette

Marc Brouillette - January 13, 2018 at 08:49 AM

“

Holy Cross Church, Templeton lit a candle in memory of Rev. Richard G. Roger

Holy Cross Church, Templeton - January 12, 2018 at 09:59 PM

“

Saddened to learn of the passing of Father Roger, As a child , he was always so kind
to us. His niece Judy (Siciliano) Foster were best friends growing up.
Judy (Worrall) Fix

Judy (worrall) Fix - January 12, 2018 at 03:53 PM

“

Thank you for your kind and reverent service to the members of St Cecelia Parish in
Leominster Ma. May God receive you with love and honor and may he bless you with
eternal happiness in return for all the lives you have positively impacted here on
earth.
With prayers, respect and blessings,
Maureen, Patrick and Christian LaRoche

Maureen T. LaRoche - January 11, 2018 at 11:12 AM

“

In 1964 Father Roger was assigned to my home parish of St. Joseph in Worcester.
As a young altar server he inspired in me a desire to serve in the Priesthood. This
year is my 40th anniversary as a priest and I have always held up Father Roger as
an example of how to serve God and the Church. God bless him!
Father Francis Roberge

Rev. Francis A Roberge - January 11, 2018 at 07:18 AM

“

As a member of St. Cecilia’s, my husband and I want to extend our sincere
sympathies to you all. He was a dedicated priest of God, and we will miss him. May
he Rest In Peace in the Loving Arms of our Savior Jesus! God help you all.

Jack and Linda Kinsey - January 10, 2018 at 06:13 PM

“

Fr. Richard was and is a great priest. I and my assistant had the blessing of working
with him a number of times over the years when he was at Notre Dame/St. Joseph.
He was bright, always in good humor even when dealing with the difficult issues a
pastor (and cemetery administrator) must handle, as kind a man as one would ever
wish to meet. We will miss him.
Fr. Roger, now born to Eternal Life and Love in our Lord, and all his family are and
will remain in our prayers.
Jim Cosgrove & Patti Geddes

Jim Cosgrove - January 10, 2018 at 02:24 PM

“

Father Roger married my husband and me shortly before he retired. We enjoyed our
meetings with him leading up to the wedding where he showed both his sense of
humor and his deep faith, and we will never forget him. He was an important part of
one of the most important days of our lives. We are grateful for his kindness and his
prayers. He was a wonderful priest and he will be missed by many. Our condolences
to his family.
Michelle and Bryan Coulombe

Michelle Coulombe - January 10, 2018 at 10:33 AM

“

I remember with great fondness going to lunch on Thursday with the cousins-- many
different places and shared so many memories!

Janice guertin metivier - January 09, 2018 at 10:22 PM

