Richard Coburn
April 28, 1942 - December 8, 2018

ATHOL – Richard D. Coburn, 76 of Athol, died Saturday, December 8, 2018 at Vibra
Hospital in Leicester, MA.
Dick lived his entire life in Athol. He was born to Carolyn and Burton Coburn on April 28,
1942 in Worcester, MA. He lived and went through schools in Athol, graduating from Athol
High School in 1960. He was a delegate at the Massachusetts Boys’ State Program in
1963. He was selected as an alternate to the West Point Military Academy and attended
Norwich University in Northfield, VT where he graduated in 1964 with a Bachelors in
education and music.
At Norwich Dick was the Principle Percussionist and Manager of the Vermont
Philharmonic Orchestra from 1964 through 1968. He performed for and danced with Maria
Von Trapp of the famous “Sound of Music” family. For four years (1964 through 1968) he
was the Director of the oldest city band in America - the St. Johnsbury City Band. His
greatest love was as the Conductor/Music Director for the Vermont Green Mountain Boys’
State Band for 50 years (1965 through 2015).
Dick worked as an educator of music in Vermont from 1964 through 1968, in addition he
worked for the Washington County Sheriff’s Department. He was Educator of Music at
Athol High School from 1971 to 1976. He was a math teacher at Great Falls Middle
School in Turners Falls, MA from 1976 to 1993. He later went on to own and operate Bay
State Academy the Real Estate School from 1993 to 2010. He served on the Zoning
Board of Appeals in Athol from 1994 to 2018, currently serving as Vice Chair. He was a
member of the Friends of the Council on Aging serving as Treasurer.
He was an avid golfer. He loved to play with his parents at Ellinwood Country Club. He
hosted the U.S. Coast Guard Band on numerous occasions for the pleasure of the Athol
community. He sang with the Greater Gardner Community Choir.
He leaves his wife of 42 years, Diane (Keville) Coburn; one son, Michael Coburn of

Alexandria, VA; one daughter, Jennifer Coburn of Lancaster, MA; one granddaughter,
Maddison Coburn.
Funeral services will be held Friday, December 14, 2018 at 12 p.m. in the Fiske-Murphy &
Mack Funeral Home. A calling hour will precede the service from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. Burial
will be private at a later date.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made in his memory to:
Green Mountain Boys’ State, c/o Dave Cobb, Director, 227 Brigham Hill Rd., Essex
Junction, VT 05452
Contact number: (802) 535-2716, Email: dave.cobb.vt@gmail.com
To send an online condolence please visit www.mackfamilyfh.com.
Fiske-Murphy & Mack Funeral Home 110 New Athol Road, Orange are directing
arrangements.

Events
DEC
14

Visitation

11:00AM - 12:00PM

Mack Family Funeral Homes Fiske-Murphy & Mack Chapel
110 New Athol Rd, Orange, MA, US, 01364

DEC
14

Funeral

12:00PM - 01:00PM

Mack Family Funeral Homes Fiske-Murphy & Mack Chapel
110 New Athol Rd, Orange, MA, US, 01364

Comments

“

A sympathy card was purchased for the family of Richard Coburn.

December 12, 2018 at 08:55 AM

“

Jean and I first met Dick through the Friends of the Council on Aging where he
became treasurer. Diane and I connected in the kitchen at the Athol Senior Center. I,
coming from a Coast Guard family proud of its two Admirals from the Class of 1971,
was absolutely thrilled when Dick sponsored his great U.S. Coast Guard Band
concerts at Athol High School on so many occasions.
My sincere condolences to Diane and the family of a true gentleman.
Ray Dufort

Raymond O. Dufort - December 12, 2018 at 08:43 AM

“

Dick was my neighbor for many years. Although I did not know him well, i respected
him for his love of music and many other talents. As this video shows , he was a
genuine asset to the community and I know he will be sorely missed. Rest in Peace
Dick.
Ernie Gerbasi
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=3730515056080&id=1072100754

Ernie Gerbasi - December 11, 2018 at 10:48 AM

“

Dick Coburn was the first pianist in my quartet in Athol High. We were great friends
and I used to play golf with him and his parents at Ellinwood Country club. Later we
used to play for dances there. RIP to a wonderful man._— Dave Bargeron

Dave Bargeron - December 11, 2018 at 09:38 AM

“

Diane, Mike, and Jennifer,
We were saddened to learn of Dick's passing. No words can accurately describe
what Dick's involvement with generations of Boys' State delegates has meant for the
program. Memories of Wednesday evening's programs - father and son - and father,
son and daughter, will long remain in the memories of our staff who were fortunate
enough to witness them.
While we mourn Dick's passing, we believe he is organize Heaven's Band for a show
of patriotic music, has lunch dates with Harry Loyzelle and Norm Messier, and set up
a card game with Dick Curtis.
Thank you for sharing him with the Green Mountain Boys' State staff and delegates
for half a century of service.

Dave Cobb - December 11, 2018 at 09:37 AM

“

Condolences to Mike and his entire family. I know no loss is ever easy for those we
love, admire and respect, but I hope with the love and understanding and support of
your friends and family it helps to relieve at least some of the associated pain and
grief.
JJ

Jim Jackson Jr. - December 11, 2018 at 06:29 AM

“

Mrs. Coburn and Family, I am truly sorry for your loss. Wishing you comfort and
sending love during this time.

Ellee Newton - December 10, 2018 at 10:29 PM

“

Diane, I am so sorry to hear of Dick’s passing. I so fondly remember working in the
Real Estate School office he was a great man.
Sally Teittinen

Sally Teittnen - December 10, 2018 at 07:57 PM

“

We are all so sorry for your loss- may he rest in peace.
The Battaini Family

Jody Corey - December 10, 2018 at 04:29 PM

“

Pat & I remember well our time shared with Dick & Diane - August 2007 - in not so
sunny Ireland - such fun we all had - love the memories, so sorry for the hardships in
more recent times. Know that you are all in our prayers. Peace. Mary & Patrick
O'Malley

Mary J O'Malley - December 10, 2018 at 02:45 PM

“

Diane and Michael and family, Karen and I and my family are so very sorry to hear
about Dick's passing. We are keeping all of you in our hearts and prayers, and Dick
as well, that he is with our Lord, safe and at peace with not more struggling and pain
or sorrow. We are sending you love, prayers and hugging arms. James, Karen
Wallace and family

James Wallace - December 10, 2018 at 02:21 PM

“

I will never forget Dick's love for the Green Mountain Boy's State band. He was so
proud of each and every one of them and to create such a great sound in less than a
week was nothing short of amazing. My deepest sympathy for his family. This world
lost a fantastic and memorable man.

Collin Chevalier - December 10, 2018 at 01:06 PM

“

I am sorry to hear about your loss. Condolences to Mike and the entire Coburn family
during this time. A work colleague and friend of Mike - Andrea

Andrea - December 10, 2018 at 12:47 PM

“

Andrea lit a candle in memory of Richard Coburn

Andrea - December 10, 2018 at 12:47 PM

