John Swain Moretti
December 18, 1950 - December 11, 2020

HUBBARDSTON- John Swain Moretti, 69, of Hubbardston, died Friday, December 11, in
his home with his wife of 43 years, Diane (Sharrock) Moretti, at his bedside.
John was born December 18, 1950, in Rockville Center, NY, son of Frances (Swain) and
the late Whitfield Moretti.
John was a respected Massachusetts Certified Horticulturist working for Weston
Nurseries, Hopkinton since1982. His extensive knowledge and sage advice on planting
and caring for turf, shrubs, and trees was highly-valued by both colleagues and
customers.
As a longtime trustee at the First Congregational Church in Gardner, he was active in
ensuring the church building was well-maintained and preserved for future generations.
He especially enjoyed the music of the church’s magnificent organ.
John believed that one’s responsibility was to accomplish something every single day,
whether at work or at home. He was a man of integrity and a role model in every aspect of
his life, professionally and personally. He treated everyone with kindness. His wonderful
sense of humor, enthusiasm for life and quirky laugh will be missed.
Besides his wife, he leaves his mother Frances Moretti of Acton; his son, Thomas Moretti
and Tom’s fiancé, Claire Hunter of Shirley; his daughter, Caroline Barba and her husband,
Paul of Granby; two grandchildren, Isaac John and Ramona Jo Barba and one grandson
expected in January; five siblings, Michael Moretti of Stow and longtime companion, Ann
Purcell, Martha Shane, wife of the late Arthur Shane, Peter Moretti and his wife, Bonnie of
Montague, Elizabeth Farrar and her husband, Keith of Bethlehem, NH and Paul Moretti
and his wife, Lola of Stow; many nieces and nephews.
The funeral will be live-streamed Wednesday, December 16, at 9 a.m. Please visit John’s
obituary at http://www.mackfamilyfh.com to virtually attend or to leave a message of condo

lence.
Burial with military honors will be private at the Massachusetts Veteran’s Memorial Cemet
ery in Winchendon.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the First Congregational Churc
h, Organ Restoration Fund, 28 Green St., Gardner, MA 01440 or to the DAV (Disabled Am
erican Veterans) Charitable Service Trust, P.O. Box 14301, Cincinnati, OH 45250.

Cemetery
Massachusetts Veteran's Memorial Cemetery
111 Glenallen St.
Winchendon, MA, 01475

Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

Mack Family Funeral Homes - December 16, 2020 at 07:30 AM

“

Hi Aunt Diane. We are here
Hugs and much love !
Erin
Erin M King - December 16, 2020 at 09:36 AM

“

So sorry to hear of your loss. Diane, you and John are such great people, Kim and I are so
sad that John has passed, we know that he is in his next chapter in eternal life with our
master. However for the ones still here there is a great void that we will have to deal with ,
the strength bestowed us by God will help. We will cherish the memories and know that
John lives on in our hearts as well as in heaven. God Bless
Kim & Ric
Ric Raitto - December 16, 2020 at 02:06 PM

“
“
“

Thank you Ric & Kim.
Diane Moretti - December 16, 2020 at 04:52 PM

Thank you, Erin. I feel so blessed to have so much love!
Diane Moretti - December 16, 2020 at 04:57 PM

Hello Diane please let us know where he will be buried id like to come visit my friend John
M. 617 997 3334 thank you
francisco - December 27, 2020 at 07:25 PM

“

I went to John to buy trees and shrubs but I received much more. Being in his presence
was truly a gift. I always left the nursery with a smile on my face and a warm heart. I was so
lucky to have known him.
Marybeth Duffy - January 16 at 10:17 AM

“

Marybeth -- thank you for your kind words.
Diane Moretti - January 18 at 11:56 AM

“

2 files added to the album Memories Album

Diane Moretti - August 29 at 12:49 PM

“

I was so sad when Martha wrote to me of John’s passing. I spent almost every
afternoon at the Moretti’s in junior high and high school. I remember playing hearts
and cribbage and John was always so much fun to be around. My sincerest
condolences.
I’m so impressed with his son’s eulogy!

linda Caterino Kulhavy - May 09 at 01:15 AM

“

Linda -- I am so happy to hear from you, someone who knew him "back when". He was the
same fun-to-be-around person you remember. I will be sure my son knows of your
comment. Tom is much like his father in many ways. Thank you for sharing your memories
of John. -- Diane
Diane Moretti - May 09 at 08:09 AM

“

“

You are very welcome!
Linda C Kulhavy - May 10 at 10:48 PM

Diane is following this tribute.

Diane - April 05 at 10:43 AM

“

Dear Moretti family. It is with great sadness I hear of John's passing. I had the utmost
respect and admiration for him. He was always the same when I came to him with
any Horticultural question...knowledgeable, kind, friendly, never flustered.....a real
gentlemen. He leaves behind a massive void on one hand, but on the other hand,
the ripple effects of his accomplishments, and his willingness to always help people,
will be felt for many years to come . My deepest condolences to your family......He
will be sorely missed. -Greg Trussell

Greg Trussell - January 17 at 08:59 AM

“

“

Greg -- thank you so much for sharing your thoughts. I miss him every moment.
Diane Moretti - January 18 at 11:58 AM

Dear Moretti Family,
I worked at Weston Nurseries for several years during the late 1990s and eventually
became a regular wholesale customer at Weston when I started my own garden
design business. I worked closely with John and want you to know that he was
everyone's favorite human being at Weston's. He was intelligent, generous with his
time and knowledge, patient, kind to difficult people, often gently sarcastic and
always a source of plant knowledge. The very first day I started my sales job, John
told me that I had taught him something he didn't know regarding the Indian origin of
a plant name. I thought, "Wow, this man is an expert but he doesn't hold himself
above others. " Many times I literally ran to John when I had a customer crisis or a
hilarious story about a difficult customer. He always chuckled, acknowledged the
insanity of ignorant plant shoppers and then said something about how we were
supposed to educate them and be generous with our time.
What I am hopefully conveying to you is that John was beloved by those who worked
with him. He was an unusually humble and moral man. He had character and
strength. I lost my husband at 50 and John was very compassionate as I was still an
employee at Weston's. He is one of those people I will always think fondly of and feel
fortunate to have met him. You must be exceptional people to have been his dearest
ones.
Nancy Warren
Falmouth, MA

Nancy Warren - January 16 at 05:53 PM

“

Nancy -- thank you for sharing your experience. John was our favorite too!
Diane Moretti - January 18 at 12:02 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Diane Moretti - January 10 at 04:37 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Diane Moretti - January 10 at 04:27 PM

“

Diane - I just heard about John. I am so sorry for your loss. I miss our Thanksgivings
together at Martha and Art's. They are wonderful memories that I cherish for so many
reasons - and chatting with John was one of them.
My thoughts are with you and your family.
Michael Kwasman

Michael Kwasman - December 26, 2020 at 01:06 PM

“

Thank you so much, Michael. John and I loved that Art's family is so great to celebrate with!
I am glad you got to know him.
Diane Moretti - December 27, 2020 at 08:59 PM

“

Diane & Family,
My deepest sympathies for your loss.
Diane, in the rather short time I worked with you, it was clear what a wonderful
person John was by the way you spoke of him, a truly grand soul!
Sincere condolences,
Maureen Giacobbe

M Giacobbe - December 18, 2020 at 09:05 AM

“

“

Thank you Maureen.
Diane Moretti - December 19, 2020 at 11:55 AM

Our deepest sympathy to Diane, Thomas and Caroline for your loss. Weston
Nurseries Garden Center in Hopkinton will never be the same with John's passing.
John was a great man, selfless, humble and kind. His incredible knowledge, love of
plants, and passion to teach, made him a success at Weston Nurseries and within
the industry. Customers traveled from all over the State just to receive his guidance.
When a Customer would call or come into the nursery looking for John, only to learn
it was his day off, the Customer would elect to call or come back when John was in,
because he was that good. John had quite the following. Customers loved him! John
was equally loved and respected by his coworkers many of whom he mentored. He
was reliable, dependable, and fair. He made everyone feel valued no matter what
their role was in the company. He was the man we all went to when we had a
question or needed advice. His wisdom in horticulture was at the top of the field, bar
none. He gave 100% of himself to his profession every single day in his 38 year
career. He was upbeat and fun and had the best, quirky, infectious laugh. John was a
private man, but the two things he valued most was his Family and his Faith. I
personally am so honored and grateful to have known him. Thank you for sharing
him with all of us.
Nancy Purdue, Weston Nurseries

Nancy Purdue - December 16, 2020 at 11:41 AM

“

Nancy, what a beautiful tribute. There is a whole side of his life that I only had glimpses of.
Thank you for sharing the view from there! Diane
Diane Moretti - December 16, 2020 at 05:00 PM

“

Diane and family, we are very sorry for your loss. Seems like only yesterday you and
John were busy with the many activities Tom and Caroline during their school years. I
know from the many baseball games, music, shows, etc. he was involved and quite
proud of his family. Our prayers are with you, your family and John.
Carl Silkey and family

Carl Silkey - December 16, 2020 at 11:32 AM

“

Thank you Carl. He thoroughly respected you and appreciated your impact on our
community through scouting and sports, and especially your good humored patience with
the kids. Due to his career, the baseball and soccer seasons were busy times for him so
your coaching was all the more wonderful.
Diane Moretti - December 16, 2020 at 05:03 PM

“

I first met John on a family vacation in Florida as a young kid. I immediatly knew this
guy, my cousin's future husband was a special and kind man. We lost touch and
didnt see each other for many years because we were raising kids and didn't live
near to each other. A few years ago we reconnected and saw each other again a few
times. Nothing had changed my familiy and cousin Diane never lost a step and loudly
talked and laughed while John watched us all with a smile on his face. I feel blessed
that we reconnected and will miss John's kind soul. My thoughts and prayers to all of
you.

Patricia Moses Frank - December 16, 2020 at 09:36 AM

“

It is so great to be back in touch with my cousins. I'm glad John and I got to visit you a few
times before the pandemic. I am looking forward to seeing you once it is over!
Diane Moretti - December 16, 2020 at 05:05 PM

“

Diane and family, the Clabaughs are thinking of you. When I remember John, I think
of all the quiet, humble service he has done in our Church. He always had a friendly
smile on his face, just as the photo you have selected here. We will miss him dearly.
May you all find comfort knowing he is no longer in pain and is in heaven.

Jane Clabaugh - December 16, 2020 at 09:29 AM

“

Thank you Jane. He loved our church family and our beautiful sanctuary.
Diane Moretti - December 16, 2020 at 05:06 PM

“

My memories of John go way back to when Dee and I were teenagers. I believe we
were 14 years old when Dee first set out to capture his heart. We had many
adventures together, hanging out at Roslyn Duck Pond, going To Jones Beach eating
sandy PB & J sandwiches, “Orbiting” at Roosevelt Field (you will have to ask Dee to
tell that story. Tears are welling up in my eyes right now with joy from the memories
and sorrow for the loss of such a kind, caring, and often silly gentle man.

Tilly - December 16, 2020 at 08:26 AM

“

It is is amazing how that year -- really only about 2/3 of a year -- is indelibly etched on our
hearts, isn't it? We were just hanging out together and yet have so many fun memories of
that time.
Diane Moretti - December 16, 2020 at 05:06 PM

“

Please know you are all in our thoughts and prayers.

The Kelleys - December 16, 2020 at 07:18 AM

“

“

Thank you
Diane Moretti - December 16, 2020 at 05:08 PM

The world is diminished at the loss of such a noble soul as John. In all the years I
worked with him, he never uttered an unkind word. He had an affirmative approach to
life seldom seen in others. I was always keen to be around him due to his
intelligence, and his quick wit. His distinctive laugh never failed to brighten my day.
He was truly one of a kind.
My heartfelt condolences go out to his family, and loved ones.
Victor Gelinas

Victor Gelinas - December 15, 2020 at 08:39 PM

“

Thank you Victor. One of his endearing qualities to me was his ready laugh at my often notso-great jokes. It is wonderful to hear how highly he was regarded.
Diane Moretti - December 16, 2020 at 05:11 PM

“

Victor, I remember you from my working days at Westons and you were a gentleman and a
very valuable team member.
Nancy Warren - January 16 at 06:06 PM

“

Diane and family, I am so sorry for the loss of John. May happy memories bring you
comfort and peace. You are all in my thoughts and prayers.
Ruth Crafts

Ruth Crafts - December 15, 2020 at 04:01 PM

“

“

Thank you Ruth.
Diane Moretti - December 15, 2020 at 09:03 PM

A sympathy card was purchased for the family of John Swain Moretti.

December 15, 2020 at 03:08 PM

“

Diane, I was saddened to hear of the passing of John. My condolences and prayers
for you and your family. Hopefully the wonderful memories you have of John will help
you through this difficult time. God bless and give you peace that only He can give.
Dave & Carol Blattenberger

David Blattenberger - December 15, 2020 at 01:45 PM

“

Thank you Dave and Carol. We did make a lot of wonderful memories.
Diane Moretti - December 15, 2020 at 09:05 PM

“

I very much enjoyed my time with John at First Congregational Church, serving with
him as a Trustee. We had many conversations on trees and forests that i will always
remember. He truly was a kind and generous man who will be deeply missed.
Heartfelt Condolences to the Moretti Family Dave Orwig and Family

David Orwig - December 15, 2020 at 08:35 AM

“

Thank you Dave. He so enjoyed working with the men in our church. He felt it was
important work to keep the building accessible, and preserved for the community. He did
know his trees!
Diane Moretti - December 15, 2020 at 09:08 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear of the death of John. He was a very gentle man, always
interesting to talk with. Diane and family, you are in my thoughts and prayers at this
time. Sandy Stevens

Sandy Stevens - December 14, 2020 at 11:18 PM

“

“

Thank you, Sandy
Diane Moretti - December 15, 2020 at 09:09 PM

Diane, My heart is broken for you , Thomas, Caroline and your entire Beautiful
Family. You and John are the epitome of what Family iand Friends are all about. I
Love you Diane. you have always been there for me, and I will always be there for
you. God Bless

Denise Kuehl - December 14, 2020 at 10:00 PM

“

Dear Denise! You are so sweet. Thank you. Love you too. And God bless you and your
family.
Diane Moretti - December 15, 2020 at 09:11 PM

“

Diane, Kevin and I were saddened to hear of John’s passing. May his memory live
on in your children and beautiful grand babies; in the stories you tell of your many
adventures together; in your gardens and in every sunrise you are blessed to
witness. You are in our thoughts and prayers. Our love, Kevin and Amy Sarsfield

Amy Elizabeth - December 14, 2020 at 09:26 PM

“

Amy, how beautifully said! Thank you. He told me having children was the best thing we
ever did. He so loved playing with his grandchildren.
Diane Moretti - December 15, 2020 at 09:13 PM

“

Sending love and light for Uncle John- a true family man, dedicated professional and
the life of the party. With Love, Sage, Will, Scarlett and Merrill

Sage Clarke - December 14, 2020 at 04:26 PM

“

Diane and family, I
Am so very sorry for your loss. I only met John once, but I remember Diane’s happy, fun
stories about John. May your happy memories ease your grief.
Mary Ellen Lepore - December 14, 2020 at 11:10 PM

“
“
“

Thank you MaryEllen. We did have some fun stories!
Diane Moretti - December 15, 2020 at 09:14 PM

Sage, he loved being with the family. A captive and appreciative audience!
Diane Moretti - December 15, 2020 at 09:16 PM

Diane and family, I am so sorry to hear of John’s passing. I worked with John for five years
at Weston Nurseries. John recruited me to work at the garden center and was a great
mentor and colleague. I learned a great deal from him and enjoyed his sense of humor.
One of the nicest guys I’ve ever known.
Bob Halterman - December 16, 2020 at 08:35 AM

“

Bob -- One of the nicest guys I've ever known as well. Thank you for your kind words.
Diane Moretti - December 16, 2020 at 04:56 PM

