James S. Wilbur
July 2, 1949 - September 9, 2020

CAMBRIDGE, MA-- James S. Wilbur, 71, of West Street, also Queen Lake in Phillipston,
died Wednesday unexpectedly at the UMass Memorial Medical Center in Worcester. Born
in Rochester, N.Y in July 1949, the son of Rodney and Martha (Hagstrom) Wilbur, he
resided in Cambridge for more than 30 years and vacationed in Phillipston for many years
as well. Jim graduated from Canandaigua Academy and later attended Hobart College
and graduated from Nichols College. Jim earned a master’s degree from Cambridge
College.Jim worked with people with learning challenges throughout his life before joining
the Threshold Program at Lesley University for twenty-five years retiring in 2016 as
Executive Director. The Threshold Program is a postsecondary program for young adults
with diverse learning, developmental, and intellectual disabilities. His contributions to the
Program were extraordinary and affected numerous individuals and their families as well
as enhancing the university and its facilities. Jim is survived by his life partner of thirty
years Timothy J. McNeill, his sister Karen Wilbur of Dallas, Tx. as well as many nieces
and nephews A celebration of life will be held at a later time. Anyone who wishes to honor
Jim’s life and impact consider making a donation to the Jim Wilbur Memorial Fund for
Threshold, c/o Lesley University, 29 Everett St., Cambridge, Ma.02138 or via
Lesley.edu/give-today. To send an online condolence please visit
www.mackfamilyfh.com.Mack Family Funeral Home, 105 Central St., Gardner is directing
arrangements.

Comments

“

My name is Martha Fogg and back then I was known as Martha Benison. Jim Wilbur
was the best college professor in every way possible, teaching at Leslie College in
Cambridge MA. When I first got there, I was very scared not knowing what to expect.
Jim made me feel comfortable and like I belonged there. When it was time for the
tour of the campus, I had already meet my new roommate Megan. We had talked
soooo much that we went the wrong way. Jim told us, ladies this way please, and the
way he had said it, was the funniest thing ever. Jim always had a great sense of
humor when the time was right. Jim knew how to make sure I was doing ok. During a
really difficult time of mine, Jim helped me in such a delicate way because of how big
of a heart he has. Jim saw a great side of me making me the center of attention
during our graduation party because of how special I was to him and how special he
was to me. He helped me out with my graduation speech making it perfect. Jim was
an amazing man, person, director, teacher and friend. To Jim's family, husband
threshold family and loved ones may your hearts be healed over time and may you
be at peace knowing that Jim isn't in pain anymore. Jim you will be greatly missed.
May you be watching down over all of us, keeping us safe healthy and kind. Jim you
are going to be greatly missed by all who ever knew you. Love you Jim Wilbur Rest
in peace.

Martha Fogg - September 16 at 11:33 PM

“

Sending our condolences to Tim and Jim's family. As will certainly be mentioned
repeatedly, Jim made every person in his presence feel important and special. He
made a tremendous impact on so many, including our son Daniel and all of the
Gonzales family. May his memory be an eternal blessing to all.

Wendy Gonzales - September 15 at 06:01 PM

“

Jim was one of a kind in the best sense - I am grateful our paths first crossed 20
years ago. My sincerest condolences to Tim and family.
peace,
Will S.

Will - September 15 at 11:44 AM

“

Jim was a beacon of light at a time so many needed him. His guidance, compassion
and passion for his work cannot be measured in any other way than by the hundreds
of young adults he mentored. We will be forever grateful for having him in our lives
and starting our daughter on an independent life. We are so saddened by this loss.
Our hearts go out to his family and partner Tim. May you all find solice in knowing
Jim truly lived his passion everyday.
Charlotte, Paul and Ashley Roy

charlotte roy - September 14 at 03:49 PM

“

Jim was genuinely one in a million. So accepting, giving, wise. My son, a Threshold
grad, called him “my second Dad.” What a privilege to have been under his wing.
Though our hearts are broken that he is gone we were immeasurably enriched by
knowing him. Much love to Tim, Jim’s other family members, and the Threshold
community. Andrew and I will hold Jim in our hearts forever and a day. Susan
Roberts and Andrew MacKinnon

Andrew Mackinnon - September 14 at 02:42 PM

