George W Barnes Sr
August 18, 1925 - August 26, 2021

TEMPLETON – George W. Barnes Sr., 96, died Thursday, Aug. 26, in Athol Hospital after
an illness.
He was born Aug. 18, 1925, in Hardwick, son of William B. and Emma C. Barnes of
Petersham and lived for many years in Templeton.
He was a graduate of Petersham High School and earned a bachelor’s degree in
engineering from Purdue University in Indiana.
He was employed as an engineer at Norton Company in Worcester, travelling nationally
and internationally for his work. Weekends and evenings he built a large house in which
he and his wife, Shirley, raised their five children.
He was a Korean War veteran, serving with H-Company, 3rd Battalion, 7th Marine
Regiment. After the war, he served for many years with the Marine Corps Reserves,
retiring as a Lieutenant Colonel.
He was a member of the Korean War Veterans Association of Worcester County, the
Worcester Korean War Memorial of Central MA Committee, American Legion Post 373 in
Baldwinville, the Pequoig Detachment of the Marine Corps League in Athol, and the First
Marine Division Association. For many years he attended reunions of Korean War
veterans of H-Company, 3rd Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment.
He was an avid skier and a longtime member of the National Ski Patrol, working at Mount
Watatic and Wachusett Mountain. He served his community on school building
committees, the Dollars for Scholars musicales in Templeton and playing clarinet in the
Petersham Brass Band. He led Templeton Boy Scouts on many 50-mile hikes on the
Appalachian Trail. He was an avid hunter and fisherman, traveling to Maine, Montana, and
Canada to enjoy his sports.
Mr. Barnes was a lifelong baseball fan, having grown up on the sandlots of Petersham;
even in his final days he followed the trials and tribulations of the Red Sox. He was also a
football and hockey fan, spending many evenings watching games with his son Thomas.
He was an avid reader and gifted writer, having consulted on several books about the
Korean War. After retirement, he visited many countries, including Australia, New Zealand,
China, South Korea and Ireland.
He leaves two daughters, Kathleen J. Barnes and her husband, Paul Krysiak, of Tolland,

Conn., and Mary Barnes of Templeton; three sons, Thomas M. Barnes and his wife,
Robin, of Petersham, George W. Barnes Jr. and his wife, Maria, of Templeton, and
Charles W. Barnes and his wife, of Wasilla, Alaska.
Also, grandchildren, Thomas M. Barnes II and his wife, Shannon, of Leominster, Rebecca
M. Shersnow and her partner, Earl Sweat, of Phillipston, Michael P. Shersnow of
Shutesbury, and Elizabeth E. Barnes of Lafayette, IN; great-grandchildren, Cody and
Chase Barnes of Leominster and Elijah and Gwen Shersnow of Shutesbury, and many
nieces and nephews.
He was predeceased by his wife, Shirley A. (Henshaw) Barnes, brother, James Barnes,
and grand-daughter-in-law Tanya Shersnow.
Calling hours will be Thursday, from 5 to 7 p.m. at the Lamoureux-Smith & Poliks Chapel
of the Mack Family Funeral Homes, 105 Central St., Gardner. Funeral services will be
Friday at 10:00 a.m. in Holy Cross Church, 17-99 Lake Ave., East Templeton. Burial will
follow in East Street Cemetery, Petersham, MA
Donations in Mr. Barnes’ memory may be made to the Korean War Memorial of Central
MA Inc., P.O. Box 16568, Worcester, MA 01601.
To leave an online condolence please visit www.mackfamiilyfh.com
Kevin J. Mack and Walter C. Taylor, funeral directors
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Comments

“

My condolences to the Barnes family on your loss. What an amazing, accomplished
honorable man! Templeton is poorer for his passing....George Davis

George Davis - September 03, 2021 at 02:45 PM

“

I always enjoyed the years of playing in the Petersham Band with George. We were
clarinet buddies. So glad I got to see him at the Petersham Memorial Day services
this year. I will miss you George!

Sue TandySonger - August 31, 2021 at 12:08 PM

“

Great Uncle George took my father and me on a Canadian fishing expedition up to
Lac Albanel in 2007. We drove the first day to the Hôtel Motel Nordic in
Chibougamau, Quebec (about 12 hours driving) and slept overnight. Then we
continued "Nord" until we hit the almost endless dirt road outside of Mistissini.
Here we stopped to wrap the truck and boat in all manner of cardboard, foam, and
cloths - so as to protect ourselves against all the stones and pebbles kicked up over
that endless dirt road.
My father, perhaps to better secure some protection over the headlights, popped
open the hood on the Colonel's Dodge Ram ... and he noticed oil on the underside ...
Turns out a pre-trip oil change had been performed, but the 'technician' had failed to
replace the oil cap. Fortunately the cap was found lodged against the radiator, and
as the discovery was before the most dusty portion of the trip, no ill seemed to come
of it.
Those handful of days spent on the water fishing, "fishing" but not necessarily
catching, the charting of the boat's travel through "the gut of the changing waters" in
the glacial lake, and the campsite routines of cooking, cleaning fish, and boat
maintenance -- are all a treasure of experiences I would not have had without Uncle
George's skill and generosity.

Lexi Haley - August 31, 2021 at 10:41 AM

“

So sorry to discover this at such a late date. I will miss George's attendance on Memorial
Day in Petersham--always good to talk with him. Mission accomplished--Stand down, and
"Semper Fi", Marine!
Mark Ellis - October 17, 2021 at 09:34 PM

