Margaret J. "Peg" (Hibbard) Miller
September 10, 1938 - May 21, 2020

Margaret J. “Peg” (Hibbard) Miller, 81 of Gardner passed away Thursday, May 21, 2020
from complications of Alzheimer’s Disease and Covid 19.
She was born in Montpelier, Vt on September 10, 1938, daughter of the late James L. and
Geraldine (Gosse) Hibbard. She was a graduate of Montpelier High School, class of 1956
and Colby College, Waterville, ME, class of 1960.
Peg worked as a laboratory technologist at the University of Vermont College of Medicine
after her marriage to Dr. Donald Miller in 1961. She was a homemaker for many years
while her children were young. Peg was an EMT for Wood’s Ambulance which led to
employment at Wachusett Mountain as a member of the ski patrol. She later became a
registered ski instructor. Peg was a realtor employed by Trigg Realty in Gardner. For a
time she also coached the Gardner High School girls’ J.V./Varsity tennis teams.
She was a president of the Knowlton Foundation for the Elderly. She was a member of the
Gardner College Club, The Gardner Boat Club, the Heywood Hospital Aid Association and
the Gardner Museum.
Peg was an outdoor enthusiast. She was an avid tennis player, golfer, biker, skier and
hiker. Together with her family, she enjoyed time in Vermont and Lake Monomonoc in NH.
Music was important to her as she played the clarinet in high school and college and,
later, joined Don singing in the Greater Gardner Community Choir as well as the church
choir. Her interest in quilting soon developed into a passion. She pieced together beautiful
creations that were bestowed upon beloved family and friends.
Besides her husband, Don, of 58 years, she is survived by her daughters, Nancy Tanguay
(David) of New London, CT, Susan Nash (Paul) of Ashland, MA, grandchildren, Ryan
Tanguay (Sarah), Amanda Inman (Cam), Marissa, Derek, and Alexis Nash, great
grandchildren Hazel and Paige Tanguay, a brother, J. Lawrie Hibbard (Sally) of Feura
Bush, NY.She was predeceased by a son, James E. Miller.
Memorial contributions may be made to the James E. Miller Scholarship Fund, c/o The
City Treasurer, room 118, 95 Pleasant Street, Gardner, MA 01440 or to Heywood
Healthcare, Philanthropy Office, 242 Green Street, Gardner, MA 01440.

Due to the current public health concerns and limitations established for large gatherings,
the Funeral Service and interment will be private. A Celebration of Life will be held at a
future date.
To leave an online condolence, please visit http://www.mackfamilyfh.com
Arrangements are entrusted to the care of Mack Family Funeral Homes, 105 Central St. in
Gardner, MA.

Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

Mack Family Funeral Homes - May 23, 2020 at 09:12 AM

“
“

I found this video and was able to hear my brother in law and Derek. it was wonderful!
Barbara - May 23, 2020 at 12:03 PM

Dr. Miller and family, Thinking of you all and hoping your fond memories of such a beautiful
woman will comfort you.
Susan Avallone
Susan Avallone - May 23, 2020 at 06:29 PM

“

Dear Dr. Miller and family, my thoughts and prayers are with you during this time of
sadness. My sincere, heartfelt condolences.
Kathleen Desmarais - May 23, 2020 at 09:03 PM

“

Thank you, Uncle Bud, for the beautiful love story. It was so obvious, even to those of the
family on the West Coast, how solid and loving your relationship was. And thank you,
Derek, and all my cousins and 2nd cousins, for sharing what Aunt Peg has meant to you
throughout your lives. A very wonderful family, of whom I'm proud to claim to be related to!
Katherine Miller Fulkerson - May 24, 2020 at 09:38 AM

“

Dear Dr. Miller and family, thinking of you at this time of great sorrow. Hold on to the many
fond memories of Peg and all the joys she shared.
Lucille McCaie - May 26, 2020 at 01:35 PM

“

Don, our hearts break for you, she was such a special person, everyone loved her. I know
it’s been a long battle but that doesn’t make it any easier. We’re at Joes Pond for the
summer doing our quarantine, come on out if you are in the area. love Ellie and Fred
Bertrand
Ellie Bertrand - May 26, 2020 at 05:05 PM

“

Here is a poem I wrote in honor of Peg's 60th birthday. Lots of memories here!
Been There, Done That
Remember when we thought that forty was old?
And then, all those years began to unfold,
But we still thought each person who reached fifty-five
Could scarce move about, if, indeed, was alive!
And sixty? We just never thought we'd be there,
(Much less with good bodies and all of our hair!)
But Peggy, you've proved that this fact is still trueJust look in the mirror!!! It's beautiful YOU!
We've had such good times, we are the BIG FOUR;
We've traveled some roads seldom traveled before-We've visited often, and lived in the car
exploring new places, wherever we are.
We've seen bosoms on beaches and viewed a big arse
at the top of a mountain; We've drunk from fruit jars
in Oahu; We've sailed on the rough Maui seas
(that made Peggy groan 'Just kill me now, please!)
We've traveled the Hana road, meeting a truck
that made us all think about shouting 'OH Dear *&#!
We broiled in The Vineyard, froze in the Big Apple,
(There meeting a guy who just wante to grapple
with Peg; (this came when she was PAST fifty-five-All proving that she, yes INDEED was ALIVE!)
We trekked to Quebec, and were stopped by gendarmes
while Peg dilligently used both of ther arms
and her hands and her teeth, all while trying to stash
the radar detector installed on the dash.
(She'd told Don to leave it at home, under a brick;
but her brought it, and so our Peg called him a--fool--.
We peeped at bright colors one year in the fall,
and never got sick of them, no, not at all!
Our trips have been many, on East coast and West,
and we've loved every minute--oh, well, more or less-The guys HAVE been known to recite 'Vermontese"
--and Australian--in restaurants, on streets, and oh, PLEASE-they one day sang loudly their old high school sone
on the dock of a ferry, while waiting too long;
Peg and Barbara left quickly and went for a snack,
debating on whether or not to come back.
So Peggy, we LOVE you, and hope that there'll be
More good times together, and that we will see
Great trips and excursions, in years that will come,
with your best Travel Buddies, Barbara and John

I know I will see you again. I think of you every time I see the quilt you made for me"Barbara's Garden of Roses". Love you, Sister of my heart.
Barbara Miller - May 27, 2020 at 03:23 PM

“

This is beautiful Barbara.
From Jeannie and the rest of the Gillis family.
JEANNE GILLIS BORGE - July 13, 2020 at 02:20 PM

“

A sympathy card was purchased for the family of Margaret J. "Peg" (Hibbard) Miller.

May 27, 2020 at 11:35 AM

“

Dr. Miller, Nancy & Susan
I am saddened by the recent passing of your beloved wife and mother. Even though
we’ve lost touch over the years, I still drive by Bickford Hill Rd with Stephanie and
say “ we should go see Dr Miller!!! “. Peg was a gem and this evident in family photos
which shows the great love you all have for each other! May the memories you
shared bring you peace and comfort during this difficult time. I love you and miss
you. Be well.
Suzanne Roy

Suzanne Roy - May 26, 2020 at 10:24 PM

“

Don and family .. my most sincere and heartfelt condolences. Peg was one of the
kindest, yet strongest women I ever knew. I enjoyed our years of being golfing
partners for Golf Classic and all of her work at the hospital through Hospital Aid and
so much more. She was a person who brought joy to so many. Much love to you all.
— Lorie Martiska

Lorie Martiska - May 26, 2020 at 08:48 PM

“

Don, Peg was your sweetheart but she was also the sweetheart of the class of '56' at
MHS. Everyone loved Peggie. We have all lost a gem. Sorry for you loss. Stay well
and safe.
Pete McGibney

Peter McGibney - May 26, 2020 at 03:19 PM

“

Dear Nancy and family,
I was so saddened to hear about your mother's passing. I know how much she
meant to all of you. Her obituary is full of happiness and words of a great life. Sounds
like she enjoyed herself to the fullest.
Thinking of you with sympathy and love,
Sally Hayslip

sally hayslip - May 26, 2020 at 09:05 AM

“

So sorry to hear of Peg's passing. My condolences to the entire Miller Family. I
remember Peg as an ardent supporter of Gardner High School, and in particular,
GHS sports. When I had so many girls try out for the GHS tennis team, I asked Peg
to help out and coach one of the two JV teams we created. She did a wonderful job
of teaching the game of tennis to our student athletes. I will be forever grateful for her
assistance to me and to Gardner High School. May she Rest In Peace.

Bob Gillis - May 25, 2020 at 04:31 PM

“

I am so saddened by the loss of Aunt Peggy. What a beautiful person, so kind,
caring, and a wonderful wife and mother. I was always impressed with her active life
and support of her community. I will forever cherish the memories of summer trips to
Cape Cod and the Trout Club for the Millers and Hibbards. Clamming, lobster bake,
Chatham band time, and of course boating across Pleasant Bay to Nauset. I am
sorry for your loss and pray for your comfort in the coming weeks.
Dave Hibbard

David Hibbard - May 25, 2020 at 11:31 AM

“

Ann & I were so saddened to hear of Peg's passing. Our deep felt sympathies go out
to you and your family. Her cheerful presence will be sorely missed on the tennis
courts this summer. Art & Ann Young

Arthur Young - May 25, 2020 at 10:22 AM

“

Dr. Miller I am sadden to hear you lost your sweet Peg, I lost my son Chris last year
and know the sadness that follows.. loosing someone so dear know you are in my
thoughts and prayers. God Bless You... Louise Caissie

Louise Caissie - May 24, 2020 at 10:02 PM

“

As part of the "Millers West" clan, I wanted to add some memories of Peg and send
my love.
As kids, we visited back East in between being stationed all over the US and in
Europe. Some of my warmest childhood memories are from visiting our Grammee,
Uncle "Bud" and Aunt Peg, Aunt Shirley, and our cousins, Bill, Barbie, Nancy, Jimmy
and Susie. Grammee's house always had a special magic- a pantry full of wonders, a
wonderful vegetable garden, the creek and the big side yard where we played with
cousins, running through sprinklers and churning ice cream (the OLD FASHIONED
way!). I loved spending time at Lake Champlain, with all the family crowded in there,
having lobster dinners, out fishing, eating Aunt Mina's epic snickerdoodles, or picking
raspberries.
I was shy and introverted- I just remember Peg as being the calm in the storm of
some BIG family personalities (who I love for being who they were/are. :) ) Though
she was quiet, she had some of the quickest 'returns' and quips for what was being
said and done- she'd sneak 'em in, and you had to be listening. She was truly wicked
sharp, wise, and funny!
For many years, Peg and Bud sent Christmas gifts to Mom and Dad, and one for
each of us kids. I ALWAYS looked forward to those gifts- somehow, it seemed that
Peg knew EXACTLY what I would like- I still have some of those treasures. She had
a way of noticing things about people- that's something I treasure about her and seek
to emulate. I was thrilled when she and Bud came out for our wedding in 1989...it
was the best gift ever! Seeing them with my Mom and Dad was like something had
come full circle- their relationships kept growing and getting deeper each time and
they ended up taking some memorable trips together.
When Don's brother (my dad, John) became seriously ill, here came Bud and Pegfor comfort, for solace, for counsel, and for love. We visited the family after Dad
passed- I was so proud to bring Matt, my husband, and our daughter Lauren to see
where my Dad grew up and to get to spend time with our fabulous eastern half. We
got to stay at the Miller's house, and see the sights (with Bud bellowing "don't stop,
it's a TRAP!!" at every touristy thing we wanted to do! Peg gentled him into agreeing
to stop, and we wallowed in tourism). We also got to spend a bit of time at the
famous Trout Club- what a beautiful, peaceful place to be. We still talk about those
rocking chairs! I am forever thankful to have had the gift of these experiences and of
of this remarkable family in my life.
To my Millers East family- I am so grateful to know that you have each other right
now. Hold on to your family, the bonds you have, the love you've built and the way
you support each other. It is a treasure beyond measure. It will help soften the hard
days and add untold joy to the better ones where you share memories and
remember all those happy times that no one gets to take from you. We are holding
you and Peg in our hearts...love you!
Debbie (Miller) Cleary

Debbie Cleary - May 24, 2020 at 03:18 PM

“

Debbie, what an amazing tribute. Mom and Dad treasured al the time he could spend with
Uncle John, Aunt Barb and all of you. Touches my heart that you seemed to have known
mom so well with your somewhat limited time together! We send the love and hugs right
back to all of you. Yes, all things family we hold near and dear!

- Susie

Susan Nash - May 25, 2020 at 12:57 PM

“

What nice tributes to Peg....I did not know her, but worked with her husband in Heywood
Hospital for a few years....One can tell they had a great love.. May she rest in peace
always Kathy Hayne Progen
Kathleen Progen - May 28, 2020 at 05:55 PM

“

Don & family, my sincere condolences to you all. I was MHS 1953 graduate &
classmate of Donald. Fond memories of our class reunions for the past 66 years.
Peg will be missed by all!

George Landry - May 23, 2020 at 05:17 PM

“

I was so very saddened to hear of your loss. Please know that all of you are in my
thoughts and prayers through this difficult time.
Cindy Sargent

Cindy Sargent - May 23, 2020 at 01:43 PM

“

Dearest Don and family, I send my heartfelt condolences. What a beautiful life she
had! So glad to have gotten a chance to get to know Peg and will cherish memories
our church choir experience. She was one lucky lady and the pics shared are a
testament to a life full of wonderful experiences. Blessings to you all. Anne Ring

Anne Ring - May 23, 2020 at 12:02 PM

“

86 files added to the album LifeTributes

Mack Family Funeral Homes - May 23, 2020 at 07:44 AM

“

Don, no words can express this sadness. I will always remember Peg, especially skiing
with her. My deepest and sincere sympathy. God Bless you.. Peter Jengo
Peter - May 23, 2020 at 08:31 AM

“

Don, Sue and I are so sorry to just learn of Peg’s passing. You are both in our thoughts and
prayers.
Matt & Sue Christensen - May 23, 2020 at 08:33 AM

“

Dr. Miller, Sue and to the rest of the family, I am so sorry to hear about Peg. I fondly
remember playing tennis with Peg when I was back in Gardner working at the Gardner
News early in my career. She was always so kind to call me to play doubles when they
needed a fourth....full well knowing that If I was on her team, we would lose...she taught me
that winning wasn't about smacking the ball as hard as you could...it was the technique of
being deliberate and crafty. My thoughts and prayers are with you all. Fondly, Jocelyn
Augustino
Jocelyn Augustino - May 23, 2020 at 11:47 AM

“

Oh, dear Don, I am so sorry to hear of Peg's passing. The girls and Larry also send their
warm thoughts to you, remembering that getting to the bottom of the long hill at Bickford
Hill on Halloween was always worth it to see your smiling faces. Sending much love--and
my thanks for your sharing your "love story" with all of us. Praying for your comfort and
peace. Lisa Durkee Abbott (from church)
Lisa Durkee - May 23, 2020 at 07:39 PM

“

Hello Don, Asta and I are very saddened by the loss of Peg. The two of you had a
true love affair all of your life. Your marriage and devotion to each other is an
inspiration to all of us. I wish your sadness to be blunted by the wonderful memories
the two of you shared. Asta and I enjoyed every moment we spent with Peg and miss
her very much. We are so very sorry for your loss.

James Kraskouskas - May 23, 2020 at 07:40 AM

“

Dr. Miller and Family,
Sorry for your troubles. Remembering Mrs Miller as an excellent coach and an even
better role model to her players.
Maurice Fitzgerald

Maurice Fitzgerald - May 22, 2020 at 09:28 AM

