James Timothy Daley
July 10, 1933 - August 5, 2020

WESTFIELD – James T. Daley, 87, of Westfield and formerly of Athol, passed away
Wednesday, August 5, 2020 in Westfield.
Jim was born on July 10, 1933, in Boston, the son of the late Timothy J. Daley and the late
Catherine F. (Shannon) Daley.
Jim Daley was many things and changed in many ways: Irish and Catholic, country and
city, and more. He lived the parts of his upbringing before settling into, outwardly, a mostly
stolid, Catholic, and suburban life. His pastimes included hunting down the lowest priced
gasoline in town, going on long walks before the Thanksgiving meal, and dreaming about
fishing. He was an agile youth who would ski or swim at the drop of a hat. Major life
achievements include a Master of Science in Engineering and a long career in Civil
Engineering. Another major achievement was overcoming his alcoholism with support
from his beloved sister Betty. Jim developed close ties to his sisters Jeanne and Betty, his
mother Catherine, and his extended family after the death of his father Timothy when he
was 7 years old. Perseverance was quality he consistently demonstrated to his family.
Raising his family he worked to instill Catholicism in his sons Timothy, Patrick, Edward,
and Robert. At home tinkering in the basement was
something he allowed his boys. Away from home he took the boys canoeing in the high
rivers of Spring, and spent time in the New Hampshire woods. He was protective of his
wife Carolyn on their 57 year journey that began in her home city of Cleveland. As he
grew older he used his intelligence to prolong his independence in the face of advancing
dementia. The dementia and strokes eventually stripped away much from Jim&#39;s life,
but some familiar parts remained and some long forgotten parts were revealed.
Discussions of work and the low cost option continued meet with his approval. Carolyn
was the last person he emphatically remembered; he would
often show true joy and surprise upon seeing her round the hallway corner with her
walker. Boston, the city of his Mother, came to represent the universe beyond his current
location and a place he often sought to visit. While dementia changed Jim some parts of
what must have been his youthful personality returned. He showed he could be gracious
and gregarious beyond
recognition, and he began to laugh and sing loudly. Jim was a member of the Knights of

Columbus.
He is survived by his wife of 57 years: Carolyn Anne (Uxa) Daley; four sons: Timothy J.
Daley, Patrick J. Daley, Edward M. Daley, Robert J. Daley; nine grandchildren: Hannah
Daley, Sarah Figueirdo, Cameron Daley, Cristian Daley, Eduardo Figueiredo, Julia Daley,
Claire Elizabeth Daley, Keaton Daley, Nora Daley; niece and nephews: Timothy Cookman,
Carin
Casten, Janne Cookman, Christopher Cookman, James Paulin, Jackie Mueller, Cecily
Westervelt, Justin Paulin, Jamie Harrington, Jeanne Gifford, Joe Paulin, Jeremy Paulin,
Jesse Paulin and Joshua Paulin.
He was predeceased by his sisters: Jeanne Shannon-Daley and Elizabeth Ann (Daley)
Paulin.
A Mass of Christian Burial will be held Tuesday, August 11, 2020 at 11:00 a.m. in Our Lady
Immaculate Church, 192 School St., Athol, MA. Burial will follow in Calvary Cemetery,
Glenallen St., Winchendon, MA.
A calling hour will be held from 9:30 am – 10:30 am, Tuesday in the Fiske-Murphy &amp;
Mack Funeral Home, 110 New Athol Rd., Orange, MA.
To view the online guestbook, please visit www.mackfmailyfh.com
Fiske-Murphy &amp; Mack Funeral Home, 110 New Athol Rd., Orange is assisting with
arrangements.
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Our Lady Immaculate Church
192 School St., Athol, MA, US, 01331

Comments

“

Dear Aunty Carolyn and family,
I was so saddened to hear of Uncle Jimmy’s passing. I always remember him as the
sweetest, quietest and most loving uncle. Although you could get him riled once in
awhile :). We fondly named the Christmas trees he brought us yearly ‘ Uncle Jimmy
trees’. He was so interested in all of us and wanted to know how we were getting on..
and later, how our families were. There are so many wonderful memories. And mom
loved him to the moon. She would get a look on her face whenever his name was
mentioned .. her sweet brother, she called him .
I’m so sorry for our loss and will keep you all in my thoughts and prayers
Love
Jackie

Jacqueline Mueller - August 11 at 09:16 AM

“

I helped Uncle Jim on a surveying project in the mid 1960s in NH, and was
generously rewarded with cash and great comfort food.

Jim Paulin - August 11 at 12:44 AM

“

Jimmy was always kind to me though I didn’t see him often. My older brother Hank
was his age and got to spend summers on the farm with Aunt Kay’s family, but I saw
them infrequently. My condolences to the family I’m sure he will be missed. Love
cousin Mary Lynch Michaud

Mary Lynch Michaud - August 10 at 03:02 PM

“

I sadly learned of Jimmy's passing today. I was his earliest and best friend and
neighbor in Athol living next door to the family residence on the corner of Twitchel
Street and Intervale Avenue. We swam, biked, fought, drank and drove together for
more than 20 years until we separated after graduation from U Mass Amherst. I am
thankful for the many happy memories sharing life with the Daley household. Jimmy
was 6 months older but we were like brothers, growing up in a warm, embracing
neighborhood. My deepest condolences to the family. Ernie Kenney

Ernie Kenney - August 07 at 03:20 PM

“

Dear Aunty Carolyn & family, your Jim /dad had such goodness and kindness about
him, that made him so loved. I hope to meet him again (and never have to say
goodbye anymore). Love Justin

justin - August 06 at 09:29 PM

