Donna L. Dickinson
March 29, 1956 - April 26, 2020

GARDNER- Donna L. (Rodecki) Dickinson, 64, of Gardner, died April 26 in her home of
pancreatic cancer. Donna was born March 29, 1956, in Gardner; daughter of Elaine
(Edwards) Rodecki and the late Albert Rodecki. She grew up in Gardner and graduated
from Gardner High School in 1974. She attended Worcester State College and Mount
Wachusett Community College where she earned her Nursing degree. Donna worked at
Burbank Hospital, then at a hospital in Florida, and did private duty nursing at several
locations on Cape Cod. Afterward she worked at Monadnock Regional Hospital in
Peterborough, N.H. in the geri psych unit for for ten years. She loved being outdoors
where she could enjoy flower and milkweed gardening, rescuing and releasing monarch
butterflies, and astronomy. She was fascinated by geology and was a member of the Rock
Hounding Club. She collected unusual rocks, sea glass and fossils. Her happiest times
were taking care of and playing with her two grandchildren, and taking them for swimming
lessons. Besides her mother, Elaine Rodecki of Gardner, she leaves her son, Jacob
Dickinson and his wife Jacqui of Fitzwilliam, NH; two grandchildren, Ella and Clark
Dickinson; and one sister, Karen Rodecki of CA. She was predeceased by her sister,
Cheryl Rodecki. A celebration of life will be held at a future date to be announced. In lieu
of flowers, memorial contributions may be made in her memory to the Pat Brody Shelter
for Cats, 479 Northfield Rd., Lunenburg, MA 01462 or by visiting www.catsontheweb.org.
To send an online condolence please visit www.mackfamilyfh.com. Mack Family Funeral
Home, 105 Central St., Gardner is directing arrangements.

Comments

“

Deepest sympathy on the loss of Donna. We only knew her for a brief time but it felt
like we had been family forever. Love Carl and Louise Edwards

Louise Edwards - May 11 at 12:25 PM

“

I met Elaine in 2012 when she and I (both of us having had a spinal operation on the
same day but in different hospitals) shared a room in Gardner Heywood
Rehabilitation Unit. When Donna visited Elaine we three would play Scramble. After
our rehab ended we continued to play board games, alternately hosting our
afternoon get-togethers.
I will miss Donna, she was a good board game competitor, often our afternoons were
filled with laughter. She offered me good medical advice, shared her news about her
outings with Ellie and Clark, recommended books to me, showed me her “bird”
drawings, and told me about her rock hunting!
Elaine and Donna joined me for the past two summers for a get-away at my cottage
in upstate New York. Donna found rock fossils on the shore of the lake; she couldn’t
believe that there was such an abundance of fossils, she took samples home to
show family and friends.
My deep and heartfelt condolences toy Elaine, Karen, and Jacob and his family.
Love,
Jorie

Marjorie Martinez - May 11 at 10:57 AM

“

It is with deep sympathy that I express my condolences to the family of Donna
Dickinson. She passed on my birthday, and although I did not know her personally, I
knew her mother, Elaine Rodecki, very well. And my sympathies are for her and all of
the surviving members of the family. May God be with you during this time, and I trust
Donna was welcomed into the arms of the Savior upon her passing from this life to
the next.

Gregory Nyman - May 09 at 07:08 AM

“

Mrs. R. and Karen:
I am so saddened to read of Donna's passing. But know that you now have another
Angel to watch over you always. You are in my thoughts and prayers.

LuAnn Thibodeau - May 07 at 04:47 PM

“

Elaine and family, I was sorry to hear of Donna’s passing. You and your family are in
my thoughts and prayers! Heidi (Finch) Aukstikalnis

Heidi - May 04 at 06:40 PM

“

Jacob, your mother was a very special and wonderful person. I’m very grateful to
have known her over the last several years. Her generosity, kindness and love for
Ella and Clark will never be forgotten, and her presence will be greatly missed.

Roland Desjean - May 04 at 08:32 AM

“

Karen,
My sincerest condolences.

Matt Ronn - May 01 at 04:37 PM

“

Elaine, I'm so sorry to learn of Donna's passing. My thoughts are with you and your
family. I wish you peace.

Michele Richard - May 01 at 03:30 PM

“

It's been years since I've seen Donna or Elaine. Donna used to come over and
babysit our cat Chumba and dog Ginger the and house. She was a joy to be around
and was a wonderful, kind human being and she was fantastic with animals. I extend
my sincere condolences to Elaine and the extended family.

Richard Donati - April 30 at 05:07 PM

“

To my friend Elaine and all of her family and friends I send my sincere sympathies to
you all. I am so sorry for your loss.

Gloria Pace - April 30 at 12:46 PM

“

Elaine, I am so sorry for the loss of yet another daughter. I wish you peace for you
and your family at this very sad time. Louise Birt-Ellowitz

Louise Birt-Ellowitz - April 30 at 11:10 AM

“

Elaine, Karen and families
So sorry to read of Donna’s passing. Our thoughts and prayers are with you at this
most difficult time.
Sincerely
Anita & CJ

Anita jacques - April 29 at 02:15 PM

