Mary Jane Bodge
August 7, 1947 - June 11, 2020

Mary Jane Gonville Bodge passed away peacefully on June 11, 2020, following a long
journey with Alzheimer’s and recent COVID illness. She was born in Leominster,
Massachusetts on August 7, 1947, a daughter of Paul T. and Rita Gonville. Mary Jane had
3 siblings and graduated Saint Bernard’s High School in Fitchburg, MA in 1964. She
obtained a degree in teaching from the University of New Hampshire. Over her lifetime,
she resided in many New Hampshire towns, and finally settled in Milford. She spent her
last years near her daughter and grandson in West Hartford, CT.
Mary Jane served as a schoolteacher for over 35 years. She taught for over 25 years at
Nashua High School, where she ran the early childhood education program and enjoyed
mentoring countless young adults as they pursued their careers in early childhood
development. Mary Jane went on to earn her master’s degree from Leslie University in
2003. Some of her favorite passions were crafting, fashion, evening walks on Hampton
Beach, shopping for herself and others, and making people smile. Mary Jane reveled
being in the moment and embraced good times with those she loved and cared about, in
addition to the people she would meet along her daily journey. “Enjoy!” was her motto, and
she was sure to share her advice to all she came in contact with daily. She leaves a
daughter, Stephanie Bodge Barbagallo, grandson, Gavin, and son-in-law, Jeremy, of West
Hartford, CT. She also leaves a sister, Cheryl Donars and husband Dave of New Berlin,
WI, and two brothers, Donald Gonville and wife Lucy of Hooksett, NH and Jerry Gonville
and wife Ginny of Barrington, RI. She also leaves many beloved nieces, nephews,
cousins, and godchildren. In addition to the love she offered so many, Mary Jane
appreciated beauty all around her. Whether it be her favorite flowers, daisies and
hydrangeas, the beauty of “dancing clouds,” or the peacefulness of the ocean, Mary Jane
absorbed it all. She shared this appreciation with so many, never arriving without a
handmade craft, fresh flowers, or personalized decorations for her friends’ and family’s
homes. Mary Jane brought gifts, a smile with genuine sincerity, and more often than not, a
good laugh. Mary Jane will be missed by all who knew her, not just for the beautiful person
she always was, but for the joy and happiness she brought to everyone she encountered.
A wake and mass will be held at a later time at Simard Funeral Home and St. Leo’s
Church in Leominster, MA. To leave an online condolence, please visit

www.mackfamilyfh.com. Simard Funeral Home, 14 Walker Street Leominster, MA is
assisting with arrangements.

Comments

“

I remember having her as a instructor my Jr. year in high school. My most favorite
memory is when she took the class to Boston on a field trip to the Children’s Museum
and then Quincy Market for lunch. The students chose partners and were told what
time to be back at the bus to go back to the school. All of us students were back at
the bus on time and about 45 minutes later a police officer shows up with Ms. Bodge
on horseback. She got lost trying to find her way back to the bus! RIP MY
FRIEND!!!!!!

Debbie Harrington - June 18 at 01:42 PM

“
“
“

Thank you for this! Hilarious and so typical!!
stephanie - June 18 at 06:44 PM

Thanks so much for sharing this! My entire family is laughing because it’s just like her!
stephanie - June 18 at 07:51 PM

She was an awesome teacher. Learned so much from her. I had popcorn in her honor
yesterday... As she always allowed us to make it during her class.
Tina Bonhomme - June 19 at 08:14 AM

“

I LOVE that you shared this memory! It is classic MJ. In my head, I envision her arriving on
the horse doing the “Queen’s Wave” with a giant smile! Thank you so much for sharing this.
jeremy barbagallo - June 19 at 10:58 AM

“

Remembering her kindness and love for her students. Precious in the sight of the Lord is
the death of his saints.
Mary Ann Matson - June 22 at 01:01 PM

“

I had Mrs. Bodge in high school. She was an amazing teacher. She taught me so many
things about life. I still to this day thank her for always reminding us how beautiful the
simple things in life are. She was such a beautiful women and teacher who will forever be
held close to my heart. My heartfelt sympathies to her family and all who love her. She was
such an inspiration and I never realized how much so formed a lot of who I am today.
Thank you Mrs. Bodge Rest In Peace
Love Susan Bosse Theriault
susan Theriaul - June 28 at 07:11 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Stephanie Barbagallo - June 18 at 11:07 AM

“

Mary Jane Bodge was a bright, warm, sunshiny and and endearing woman.
Undoubtedly the “cool mom” of my best friend, she earned the snazzy nickname I
gave her “MJ.” I loved seeing and catching up with the ever fashion-frenzied MJ
when she would visit steph. I loved hearing about her boundless shopping trips to
find just the right napkin ring for Stephs wedding or color blue ribbon for her baby
shower. I loved that she was always “in-with-the-girls” and we basked in her
generosity of her listening and the compliments she gave. My last memory of her
was about a year ago. Though her light had noticeably dimmed since the last time I
saw her, she recognized me and showered me with her compliments, but then she
was quiet. Until the 3 of us were watching the show Friends. It was a “Joey” special
and he had us all giggling uncontrollably in unison. This is the MJ I know and loved.
“Enjoy!” her company, I always did. Rest In Peace, MJ. I’ll remember you always.

samantha forbes - June 17 at 05:35 PM

“

“

Thank you! I love this.
Stephanie - June 18 at 10:04 AM

Such a beautiful spirit ! From the first time I met cousin “Janie” ( as I knew her) taking
us to the park when we were small while visiting Grandma LaVoie, to her visit at my
home is Sarasota (she brought me a very unusual and beautiful candle snuffer) , and
lastly my visit to Connecticut a couple years ago, she was full of life and love. She
leaves nothing but kind words and memories! Love Your Cousin, Kathy Courtney
MacRae

Karhleen ( Kathy) Courtney - June 17 at 09:41 AM

“

Such a sweet beautiful woman! I remember a day that I was working for Stephanie
and she came to the house and we where talking and I had mentioned my blow dryer
broke(my hair was a mess). At the end of our conversation she said she would be
back, she had to run an errand. She comes back and gives me a target gift card so I
can get a new blow dryer, I tried to give it back and she wasn’t having it! I still have
that blow dryer! She really did like to make people smile! Heaven has another angel!!

Noel Cabral - June 17 at 06:26 AM

“

Oh, I love that story! So Mary Jane <3
samantha forbes - June 17 at 05:40 PM

“

I don't believe I ever knew this! I am sure her errand took 2 hours as she was easily
distracted! haha
Stephanie - June 18 at 10:06 AM

“

Although we only met a few times you always had a smile and always made me feel
like you had known me forever. Thoughts and prayers for the family and RIP Mary
Jane,god bless

Diane Benoit - June 17 at 05:56 AM

“

I will miss you beyond words Mary Jane. You truly brought joy and happiness to all.
I’ll never forget the incredible person you were, your gift for living in the moment, your
generosity and love you shared. Thank you for being a mother to me, a friend and for
teaching me so much about enjoying life. Rest peacefully Jane. Love always, Jeremy

Jeremy Barbagallo - June 17 at 03:57 AM

