Steven D Coutu
June 17, 1954 - May 3, 2020

Steven D. Coutu, 65, of Athol, passed away on May 3, 2020. Steven was born in Keene,
NH on June 17, 1954 to Theodore Coutu and Thea (Smart) Coutu. Steve attended Athol
Junior High School and Athol High School where he was a member of the football team.
Steven met the love of his life, Rebecca (Tarr) Coutu, when he was 16 years old. They
spent the next 49 years together raising their family, whom he loved fiercely. He worked
hard his entire life and while he may not have been monetarily rich, he was rich beyond
compare with the love of his family and the adventures he had with his wife and children.
Steve never met a stranger and will be missed by many. His witty sense of humor and his
way with words always made a lasting impression on everyone he knew. He was larger
than life and never would you meet a more honest and passionate man. His determined
attitude, even during his most trying times, was something to be admired.
He found great pleasure riding his motorcycle for over 40 years with Becky always as his
passenger. Steve’s greatest adventure was in 2010 when the two of them took a cross
country trip on their Harley to Sturgis. When he wasn’t riding, he also enjoyed restoring
and working on his ‘68 AMX.
Steve was known for his competitive spirit both on and off the field. He enjoyed being part
of a team and spent many years at the helm of softball teams in the Starrett, Sunday
Morning, and Hubbardston leagues. In the late 80’s, he was president of the Sunday
Morning Softball League. He was often found playing pickup football in his yard with his
children and all the neighborhood kids. However, seeing his children and grandchildren
compete in sports made him so incredibly proud; he never missed an event if he could
help it. His proudest moments were when his three children received their bachelor’s
degrees.
Besides his wife Rebecca, he leaves his children, daughter Jennifer Arpide and her
husband Jose of Athol, his son’s Christopher Coutu and wife Wendy of Baldwinville and

Keith Coutu and wife Veronica of Fall River. His grandchildren Elizabeth Arpide, Daniel
Arpide, Connor Arpide, Lauren Coutu, Alyssa Coutu, Morgan Coutu, Kaitlyn Coutu and
Abigail Coutu. His siblings Theodore Coutu and Ruth,, Karen Tarr, Dustin Coutu, Cindy
Richotte. His brothers in law Wesley Tarr, Randy Tarr and his wife Phyllis, Brian Tarr and
his wife Cheryl, Micheal Tarr and his wife Buffy, and Leonard Scott. His sisters-in-law
Diane Davis, Joanne Farwell (John), Nancy Ringland, Wendy Smith, Patricia Tarr. He also
leaves many nieces, nephews and the many friends he’s met along the way. He was
predeceased by his sister Rhonda Scott.
A celebration of life will take place at a future date.

Comments

“

Just wanted to send condolences to the Coutu family...Steve was a great man and
friend. So many fond memories of the seemingly endless seasons at Club Hub,,
gatherings at the homestead, and all the times he worked on our junk cars. Hours of
laughter, and always got us back rolling down the road again. So long, my
friend...and thanks for being a part of my life.

Daryl Marsh - May 23 at 05:51 PM

“

Shared many many great times with your family. Couldn't have asked for a better
friend. Your Dad was a good man. RIP my friend. See you on the other side.

MelvinTalbot - May 22 at 09:05 PM

“

Bobbie Chapalonis lit a candle in memory of Steven D Coutu

Bobbie Chapalonis - May 18 at 09:33 PM

“

Our deepest sympathy. We are praying for Becky's recovery.

Jean Lanteigne & Lisa Whaley - May 18 at 06:14 PM

“

I worked with Becky at the IRS and was so sorry to hear about Steven. My heart
goes out to Becky and her family and I hope she continues to recover. I wanted to let
you know I was thinking of you. Beckie

Beckie Gleason - May 18 at 02:20 PM

“

Becky and family,
My condolences to you on Steve's passing. He was a man of integrity and his spirit
of compassion, humility and most important is his deep contagious laugh. He would
make others around him feel content and keep other's laughing. Such a kind, positive
person.
I remember the days Becky with you and Steve working at the shoe shop. I
remember your awesome yellow Gremlin and was always watching for the time when
you both would make a decision to sell it. How I wanted so to buy that car from you
guys. Whenever I would ask Steve if he was ready to sell, out would come a deep
belly laugh. So many wonderful memories.
I wish you all many blessings during this time and know that Steve is no doubt
keeping the angels laughing. Regards, Mike Lavigne

Mike Lavigne - May 18 at 01:29 PM

“

Becky, Jennifer, Chris, and Keith We are So sorry to hear of Steve's passing, I will
always remember our chat's we had with all boston sports team his favorite being the
Patriots. May he rest in peace.

john - May 18 at 11:07 AM

“

Jeff Rivers lit a candle in memory of Steven D Coutu

Jeff rivers - May 17 at 11:44 PM

“

I'm so sorry, my heart breaks for you. Please accept my condolences.
Karen Tarr - May 18 at 06:55 AM

“

Too many memories to choose a specific one. Steve was like a second father to me
for much of my life. It’s hard to believe he is gone. He was larger than life and was
the type of man you didn’t think could actually die. Prayers for a fast and full recovery
for Becky, and sincerest love and condolences to the entire family.

Rich Powers - May 17 at 01:10 PM

“

Omg I can remember Steve way back when him and Becky built a cabin in back of
my mother's house,,he built it and he did a Wonderful job they lived out there for a
couple years with only a out house and the only running water was from a hose from
my mom's house no electricity ,, heat from a small wood stove and he loved it that
was his kind of living he use to say,, him and his long pony tail with a grin like the
Cheshire cat is how I will remember him,,, may you rest in peace Steve and watch
over Becky

Cathy Symonds - May 16 at 10:59 AM

“

Wow talk about a guy who was a tuff competitor we played a lot of softball against
Steve and that was not the half of it playing football at Mahar in our 20's and trying to
tackle him 1on 1 was crazy knees and elbows would be coming at you and good luck
my brother and i still talk about it and with that said sorry to hear about Steve's
Passing my condolences go out to his Family he will be missed always Rich "chiller"
Mills

Rich Mills - May 15 at 09:15 PM

“

My sincerest condolences to all of Steve's family & I hope with all my heart that
Becky is going to be okay. I first met Steve at Fish Park back in 1970 or 1971 and
though we didn't stay in close touch with each other over the years any time we saw
each other it was a handshake & "how the hell are you doing"! I was very fortunate to
see both him & Becky a couple of years ago at an old friend's celebration of life that
had passed away from the "old days" and we talked for a good 30-40 minutes,
talking about the old days and about riding bikes. We messed with each other in
good humor about his Harley & that I ride a Goldwing and he shared with me the trip
to Sturgis that they made together. Our families came together for a short time when
my daughter & 1 of his son's dated when they were teenagers which I thought was
very good, It didn't last but it was a very cool thing & small world type of thing.
When I read about the accident, as a man that has ridden for over 45 years, I felt
terrible because I knew Steve was a damn good rider & also that it only takes 1
second for things to go south quickly.
Some of my fondest memories of Steve was playing football at Fish Park and having
been slammed to the ground & then offered a hands-up by him that spoke volumes.

(Damn he he could hit like a freight train} His intensity to to win was always there but
so was his sportsmanship. I always considered him a friend and again, my sincerest
condolences to his family.
Jay Vorce
JAY N VORCE - May 15 at 07:16 PM

“

Will be missed i loved playing softball for Steve he was a great coach and went to bat
for his players right or wrong and we were wrong alot but he always had our backs
great guy great family . He treated us like one of his own rest in piece " Coach "
never forget passion for the game and sports in general.

Jon Brooks - May 15 at 07:04 PM

“

So sorry Jen to hear of the loss of your dad. Hugs to you all. Sincerely, Linda Phelps
Ellis

Linda Phelps Ellis - May 15 at 05:49 PM

