Stephen J. Duda
March 14, 1952 - March 24, 2020

GARDNER - Stephen J. Duda, of 168 Manca Drive, Gardner, MA, passed away on March
24, 2020. Born on March 14, 1952, Stephen was predeceased by his parents, Fred and
Philena Duda, of Gardner. Steve attended parochial school at Sacred Heart Parish and
received confirmation there. He was a graduate of Gardner High School, class of 1970.
He made a career right out of high school for a number of years in the shoe department,
first at Goodnow Pearson’s before becoming manager of the shoe department at Rich’s
Department Store in Gardner. Later, Steve took on other types of work, the last being a
caregiver at a group home in Hubbardston for adults with mental challenges. in the 1990s.
Many Gardnerites would have seen Steve “hanging out” on the ledge downtown by what
had been the Comfort Station (in front of the West Street parking lot) with all his friends, as
a trailblazer to the “hippie” movement. Steve grew his hair out, and everyone followed suit.
He enjoyed popularity as being voted Best Looking by his senior class. One of the
highlights in the course of his career was meeting theoretical physicist and author,Stephen
Hawking. Steve once lived in Santa Fe NM where he enjoyed hiking an average of 20
miles every Saturday, and he always wanted to return to Santa Fe, which is known as the
Land of Enchantment. Throughout his life Steve enjoyed laughter, always looking for a
good story or joke. Stephen leaves one son, Jason Duda, of Orange. He leaves brothers
Dennis, Thomas and his significant other Sandy Seaborne, and Charles, all of Gardner,
and a sister, Kathleen Bennett and her husband Gary, of Templeton. Also, he leaves
nephews Kevin Bennett and Brian Duda, and nieces Diana Kalivas and Stephanie Duda.
Our beloved Stephen will forever be in our hearts. A forthcoming dedication will be posted
on his sister’s inspirational website: bountynow.net There will be no calling hours. A
graveside service will be held at a later date for immediate family. Donations may be made
to St. Jude’s Hospital for Children or to a charity of one’s choice. To send an online
condolence please visit online guestbook at http://www.mackfamilyfh.com. Mack Family F
uneral Home 105 Central St., Gardner is directing arrangements.

Comments

“

Rest In Peace Steve. Thoughts and prayers are with your family.

Terri Desolier - April 13, 2020 at 09:05 PM

“

With condolences to Stephen's loved ones and family.

Marcia Gagliardi - March 31, 2020 at 11:18 AM

“

Steve was my brother-in-law and will be sadly missed by everyone who knew him.
He was an avid sports lover and always enjoyed time spent with his family and
friends. In every way, he was truly a "big brother" to his siblings. I'll never forget the
camping trip he, Tom, Charlie and I took to the White Mountains together on
Memorial Day weekend back in 1982. The skies poured buckets of rain on us the
entire weekend, but we managed to get the tents up, a fire started and still had a
great time. At one time, I remember Steve believed he had the Mass Lottery
Numbers game figured out and kept a log of the daily picks. I find it interesting that
he actually met Stephen Hawking, something I never knew about him in the many
decades that I knew him. His nephew Brian studied aerospace engineering in college
and now, his grandniece Alivia has almost finished reading the last installment of
Stephen and Lucy Hawking's series of children's books, which somehow now,
doesn't seem like a coincidence. While I am deeply saddened that Steve is gone, I
find comfort in knowing that he left this world on his own terms because his whole
life, that's how Steve lived...a big brother, who cared for his family's needs, but kept
his own needs to himself. Rest in Peace Steve and much love to you and your family.

Sally Erickson - March 30, 2020 at 01:25 PM

“

May you rest in peace, uncle Steve.

Kevin - March 27, 2020 at 12:32 PM

“

Rest in peace Steve. Condolences to the Duda family

Richard Denis - March 26, 2020 at 08:28 PM

“

Fly high Steve..know how very loved you are ..marian

marian - March 26, 2020 at 07:06 PM

“

My condolences to the Duda family. I can still remember his laugh and grin. R.I.P.
Steve.

Jeffrey Hermanson - March 26, 2020 at 02:37 PM

“

Our deepest condolences to Steve’s family. Just talked to him last week; and we are
shocked by the news. He will always be in our hearts and prayers. Your servants in
Christ, Bruce and Neva Paul

Bruce & Neva Paul - March 26, 2020 at 08:33 AM

“

Cousins are our first friends, and the Duda "kids" were some of my BEST friends.
Even though Steve's mom was actually my first cousin,.. My brother, Ken, and I grew
up with Steve, Dennis, Tommy, Charlie, and Kathy. We had some pretty awesome
times growing up. I guess Steve and Ken are back together again! Miss all of you
and pray that you will find comfort in knowing that so many people love and care for
you.

Denise Denis Prose - March 25, 2020 at 06:27 PM

“

So shocked to hear of Steve's passing. I was looking forward to hanging out with him @
Bruce and Neva's home when I return for our 50th reunion in August. Rest in peace,
brother.
Charles Rose - March 26, 2020 at 12:17 PM

“

My memories of Steve go way back to Sacred Heart School, we were in the same class
and we graduated from Gardner High class of '70 . Steve was always a gentleman and all
us girls thought he was so handsome. Even though it has been years and years, he was
still part of my life. As Lord Tennyson says: We are part of all that we have met." And he will
always be alive in my heart, forever. Diane DesBois
Diane DesBois - March 30, 2020 at 07:05 PM

