Robert L. Zbikowski
July 2, 1943 - August 14, 2020

WINCHENDON- Robert L. Zbikowski, 77, of Winchendon, passed away unexpectedly
Friday, August 14, in his home.
Robert was born July 2, 1943, in Leominster, son of the late Stella Cormier and the late
Joseph Zbikowski. He leaves his wife with whom he would have celebrated 52 years of
marriage on September 7, Brenda (Bean) Zbikowski; two daughters, Tonia Young and
husband, Jason of Winchendon and Alissa Clark and husband, Kevin of Gardner; three
grandchildren, Tyler, Kiley and Evan Young; one brother, Joseph Zbikowski and wife,
Linda of Ashburnham; one sister, Patricia Taglialavore of Chicago; several nieces and
nephews. Robert was predeceased by his sister Stella Pedigo.
Robert (Bob) attended Waterford Street School in Gardner and graduated from Worcester
Trade School for Drafting. He then furthered his education at Mount Wachusett
Community College and Salem StateCollege, earning a Bachelor's degree in Education.
He served in the US Marine Corps as a mortarman and then continued his service in the
Army National Guard, where he retired as a Sergeant First Class. Bob was proud of his
military service and truly had a love for his country. He would be the first to tell anyone that
becoming a Marine changed his life for the better and set him on a path for success.
Bob was a teacher for over 35 years in the Ashburnham-Westminster Regional School
District. At Oakmont Regional High School he taught business, typing, and accounting.
While there, Bob also taught driver’s education and was a graduation advisor for many
Spartans. He then transitioned to Overlook Middle School as a computer teacher, retiring
in 2002. Throughout his teaching career, Bob held many leadership roles in the
Ashburnham-Westminster Teachers Association. He was a very active member of the
AWTA; serving on various committees, a building representative, and Vice President of the
Association. Bob spent several summers sharing his knowledge with fellow educators at
the annual Massachusetts Teachers Association conference in Williamstown. Prior to his
retirement, Bob became the local representative for the Massachusetts Teachers
Association Retirement Board in which he guided many educators through the retirement

process. He served in this role until 2018, well into his own retirement. Bob had a passion
for helping others and he was always willing to give back to the teaching profession.
Bob served on the Board of Selectmen in Winchendon with visions of enacting positive
change in his community. He truly believed in being a voice for the people and was willing
to speak with anyone about their concerns, ideas, and dreams for the progress of
Winchendon. Even after leaving public office, he was active in encouraging other
townspeople to vote, as well as rallying for the local Democratic party candidates. In his
spare time, Bob enjoyed collecting vintage lanterns, antique hunting, and spent several
years participating in Civil War reenactments. He was the driving force behind
Winchendon’s first ever reenactment held at the fields on Elmwood Rd. He was an avid
learner, forward thinker, and always wanted the best for others; especially his
grandchildren of whom he was very proud. Bob and his wife Brenda loved to attend their
games and events, whether it was on the baseball field or on the pool deck. Sunday
dinners and endless card games with his family were some of his fondest times. He
cherished these moments to be together with the ones he loved. Bob will be greatly
missed by those who knew and loved him.
Calling hours are Thursday, August 27 from 5:00 to 7:00 P.M. at Mack Family Funeral
Homes, Lamoureux-Smith & Poliks Chapel, 105 Central St., Gardner. Funeral and burial
will be private.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the American Cancer Society, 3
Speen St., Framingham, MA 01701 or by visiting www.cancer.org or to the American
Heart Association, 300 5th Ave., Waltham, MA 02451or by visiting www.heart.org.
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Comments

“

I only met Bob fairly recently. We met to flesh out his plans for a community
newsletter that would be sent to every household in town. What a wonderful person
to work with -- his sense of purpose, the time he spent gathering information and
designing the newsletter, getting input from others, his ability and willingness to
listen. I can understand how he touched so many and has left such memories. My
sympathies to his family and friends - quite a loss and so many memories.

Jane LaPointe - August 27 at 04:24 PM

“

Sorry for your loss. I remember him from my days working at the hardware store. He was a
very kind man.
todd goodrich - August 29 at 01:31 PM

“

Sharon & Charlie Perkins lit a candle in memory of Robert L. Zbikowski

Sharon & Charlie Perkins - August 26 at 09:53 PM

“

Larry and I were so sorry to hear about Bob. Brenda you and your family are in our
thoughts and prayers.

linda sordoni - August 26 at 09:00 PM

“

Gary And Kathy Niles lit a candle in memory of Robert L. Zbikowski

Gary and Kathy Niles - August 26 at 07:08 PM

“

Bob was a good friend to Dave and I. Bob was also the best grandfather and father
in law any family could ever ask for for thier children. I will always remember his
great sense of humor. He would always keep me interested in conversations we had.
He was very knowledgeable. I learned a lot. This beautiful man will be dearly missed.

Patricia Meyer - August 24 at 12:04 PM

“

Catherine Reilly lit a candle in memory of Robert L. Zbikowski

Catherine Reilly - August 23 at 11:28 AM

“

Bob was one of the finest men we ever met. His dedication to his community was
incredible. His loyalty to his friends was unwavering. His love of his wife and family
was unmatched. His enthusiasm for causes important to him was encouraging to all.
We were blessed to have him as a friend. We extend our deepest sympathy to
Brenda and his family. We will miss him but his memory will be with us always.
Jack and Pam Blair

jackson and Pam Blair - August 22 at 11:31 PM

“

I’m so sorry for your loss.
Dianne Zbikowski Corey

dianne zbikowski corey - August 22 at 06:58 PM

“

One of the greatest teachers. Very pleasent and remembered everyone even if you
were just in his study hall. It saddens me to hear of his passing best wishes and
prayers to family and friends all those he touched

Sherry phelps - August 22 at 01:41 PM

“

My condolences go out to Tonia and the entire Zibkowski family; I was so shocked
and saddened to learn of his passing. You will all meet again and be together some
day, and until then, may Bob always RIP ~

Jean LaFortune - August 22 at 11:56 AM

“

When I think of Zib the first thing that comes to mind is him dropping by my
classroom to discuss his favorite topic: The Civil WAr. He’d tell me all about his
Georgia regiment and all his adventures at the re enactments. Brenda, you were one
good sport! Then he’d tell me about the latest Civil War project he’d assigned his
computer classes. We were history buddies. Another sweet memory was when he
came to school to help me with retirement plans. My financial prospects appeared to
be quite bleak and at one point this serious, analytical man bursts out with”Patty, you
are screwed!”. We both laughed so hard- friendship and reality crashing into each
other. I still remember Jason later commenting that he’d never heard so much
merriment coming from a retirement session! Very sweet memories for a very sweet
man. My deepest sympathies for your huge loss.
Patty OBrien

Patty OBrien - August 22 at 10:15 AM

