Philip J. "Max" Mara
July 30, 1927 - December 15, 2018

GARDNER – Philip J. “Max” Mara, 91, of 66 Cherry Street, Gardner, died on Saturday,
December 15, 2018 at his home surrounded by his loving family.
Max was a lifelong resident of Gardner, born on July 30, 1927, the son of John “Jack”
Mara and Lillian (Tremblay) Mara. He graduated from the Sacred Heart School and
Gardner High School class of 1945. Mr. Mara worked as a sales representative in the
insurance industry for 35 years and retired from Metropolitan Life in 1995. He was a
communicant of Sacred Heart Church. He was actively involved in state and local politics,
and was a member of the Elks Club and VFW Post 905 for more than 50 years.
Max was drafted by the US Army and served in the Korean War. He was awarded the
Bronze Star medal for distinguished heroic achievement in 1952.
Max’s family and friends were most important to him. He married Julie (Pellerin), his wife
of 59 years, in 1953. They taught their children the importance of education, hard work,
and self-responsibility. He took great pride in knowing about and sharing the
accomplishments of his children and grandchildren. Christmas Eve was Max’s favorite day
of the year, when he opened his home to celebrate with his family and close friends.
Because he took so easily to people, and they to him, Max developed friends of all ages.
Most important to him, however, were the many friendships he developed as a youth and
maintained throughout his life.
Sports were an important part of Max’s life and friendships. During his childhood, he
fondly recalls playing on neighborhood football and baseball teams. He later managed
softball teams in the city league, and he played on the Gardner Hillside Gymnasts football
team. He was a passionate fan of all Boston sports teams.
He was pre-deceased by his wife Julie in 2012. He leaves two sons, John P. Mara and his
wife Holly of Concord, Stephen M. Mara and his wife Gina of Gardner; two daughters,
Patricia A. Mara and her husband Allen Kriskowski of Fairfax, VA, Lisa Mara and her

husband Paul Powell; eleven grandchildren, Eric Batt and his wife Alexandra, Kara Hill
and her husband Andrew, Jack Mara, Patrick Mara and his fiancé Katie Williams, Kate
Batt, Derick Mara, Ryan Meehan, Jeffrey Mara, Jackie Mara, Nathan Meehan, and Sean
Meehan; also many close and lifelong friends.
A Mass of Christian Burial will be held Thursday, December 20, 2018 at 11 a.m. in Holy
Spirit Church, 50 Lovewell St., Gardner. Burial will follow in Massachusetts Veterans'
Memorial Cemetery, Winchendon with full military honors.
Calling hours will be held Wednesday, December 19, 2018 from 4 to 7 p.m. at the Mack
Family Funeral Home, 105 Central Street, Gardner.
In lieu of flowers, the family suggests that contributions be made in his memory to GVNA
Hospice, Office of Fund Development, 34 Pearly Lane, Gardner, MA 01440.
To send an online condolence please visit www.mackfamilyfh.com.
Mack Family Funeral Home 105 Central St., Gardner is directing arrangements.
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Comments

“

We attended the mass for your Dad and Grandfather at Holy Spirit and were gratified
by the words that were shared. We hope at this special time of year you will be
uplifted by his memory. Warmly, Marilyn and Tariq Malik

TARIQ Malik - December 21, 2018 at 04:32 PM

“

As nearly a life long resident of Cherry Street - first three doors down and now three
doors up from Max I will always remember him as the Mayor of Cherry St. He simply
was always there and accolades to his family for allowing him to stay in the house he
loved with special accommodations. A true professional and a gentleman. The likes
of Max will truly be missed.
Stan Hartshorn

stan Hartshorn - December 19, 2018 at 11:03 AM

“

It's been a long time since I was able to share a Christmas Eve with the Mara
family...but that does not erase the happy memories of those days in the early
80s...to Lisa, John, Patty and Steve, my sincere condolences on your dad's
passing...he was a character and loved by all.
Steve LeBlanc

STEPHEN LEBLANC - December 19, 2018 at 07:11 AM

“

I'll forever be grateful for the opportunity Coach Max gave me to pitch one-third of an
inning of Little League baseball, where after walking nearly half of the opposing team
and giving up a couple of home runs to allow them all to score, he also allowed me to
retire my position on the mound. His kind gesture(s) inspired me for a long time to
come. Remember that, John? We played hours and hours of catch after that.
So sorry for your loss...Ed Stromski

Edward Stromski - December 17, 2018 at 09:44 PM

“

Our condolences to you and your family at this sad time. Your father was a wonderful
man. He always had a beautiful smile. Please know that you are in out thoughts and
prayers. Donna and Ron

Donna Reid - December 17, 2018 at 01:56 PM

“

Dear John, I'm so very sorry for your sad loss. When I was a little girl, Uncle John
and Aunt Lil were so wonderful to me. I loved them so much. Your dad was so kind
and loving. I'll never forget how much i t meant to me when he came to Janice's
wake. There were so many people there, but even now, 25 years later, I remember
that he was there, his tears, and caring words. My heart goes out to you, your wife,
sisters, brothers, and all of the grandchildren. I can only imagine how you all feel,
because so many miles away, my heart hurts as I write this. I wish you strength to
get through the tough days, and I wish you peace so that you may enjoy the many
cherished memories that will forever live in your heart. Love, Anne Marie (Mara)
Winslow

Anne Marie (Mara) Winslow - December 17, 2018 at 11:00 AM

“

Steve and Family, What a beautiful obituary and what a great life your dad had.
Thinking of you during this difficult time and hope loving memories of your dad warm
your heart every day. Christene Sisti

Christene Sisti - December 17, 2018 at 10:33 AM

“

Maxie was a wonderful man. We have shared many families memories together. His
love and devotion to his family was clear when you were with him. Christmas Eve will
not be the same this year. We love you Maxie.

Linda & Chip Littlewood - December 17, 2018 at 05:57 AM

“

I will always remember the great times shared with Max. He was my lunch buddy at
Met. RIP dear friend
Anita (Gaudet) Jacques

Anita Jacques - December 16, 2018 at 12:02 PM

