Marla Jean Whittle
November 2, 1964 - August 28, 2020

TEMPLETON - Marla Jean Whittle, age 55, passed away peacefully at her home on
Friday, August 28, 2020 due to complications from a GBM (Glioblastoma Multiforme) Brain
Tumor previously diagnosed 6 months earlier.
Marla was born November 2, 1964 in Fitchburg, Ma to Chuck and Carol Schrawder. The
family later moved to Baldwinville, Ma where she graduated from Narragansett Regional
High School in 1982. After high school, where Marla graduated second in her class, she
attended Becker Junior College in Worcester, Ma. graduating with an Executive
Secretarial degree before starting her career at Digital as an office administrator. In 1986,
she moved with her long-time boyfriend to California after Scott graduated from the
University of Massachusetts, Amherst. Marla transferred within Digital to their California
location so Scott could chase his career.
She married her high school sweetheart, Scott Whittle on September 11, 1987. Marla
attended night school at National University while working full time at Digital to earn a BS
in Accounting while Scott started his career working for Hughes Aircraft Company as a
Computer Systems Engineer. After several years of building a life with one another, Marla
gave birth to her two boys on June 2, 1998. Marla stayed home to full fill her lifelong
dream to be a mom and raise the boys while Scott progressed through the ranks to
eventually work for Raytheon Airborne Systems Division in El Segundo, California. In
2009, the family returned to Templeton, Ma where Marla in 2010 joined the accounting
department of Athol Savings Bank in Athol, Ma while Scott stayed home with the boys.
To Marla, family was everything. From the first time Scott and she met in Baldwinville at a
Christmas party she knew Scott was the one she wanted to marry and raise a family with.
Lucky for Scott, she was determined. At age 12, they were both just kids, but Scott
remembers the way she looked at him with those big brown eyes. She was very shy and
Scott just the opposite but like you hear, opposites attract. They grew up together through
high school where Marla was a grade behind but they were inseparable. Marla was willing
to go anywhere and do anything as long as they were together (skiing, biking, hiking,
camping, traveling, and motorcycling).
The couple enjoyed over ten years together in California before being blessed with the
twin boys. Marla really found her calling when the boys were born, being in California with

no family she quickly figured out how to care for twins along with other mothers by joining
a twins group. She made it look easy and was determined to show her boys everything.
Scott remembers getting home late from work several times to find she wasn’t home
because she was at Disneyland late waiting for the Disney parade to finish, the boys were
only two but she took them to everything. Growing up being shy, and feeling it stopped her
from doing things she wished, she was determined to make sure the boys didn’t miss out
on anything. Marla was always such a “hands-on” Mom that Scott always joked that he
would need to find colleges that would allow her to attend with the boys, her love and
devotion for the boys was evident in everything she did.
Life sometimes throws you a curve ball and with Marla and Scott it sure did. Due to health
reasons, Scott had to retire early causing the family to move back to Templeton, Ma to be
closer to family. Marla did what she had to do, she went back to work even though her
love and passion was to be home taking care of her family. She excelled at work, made
life-long friendships, and continued to take care of the lion share of activities required to
run a household. She did it all with a selfless determination to give her best to her family.
Marla was as beautiful inside as she was outside, her smile with those cheek bones would
light up a room, her love for her family was limitless, and her care and desire to make her
boys the best they could be is evident in the young men they have become. She showed
Scott what it feels like to be truly loved by someone and how to give it back. She was the
heart and soul of the family and will never be forgotten!
Marla joins her mother, Carol Schrawder and her brother Ryan Schrawder in heaven. She
is survived by her husband, Scott Whittle and her two sons Cameron Whittle and Conner
Whittle all of Templeton; her father Chuck Schrawder of Baldwinville; and her 2 brothers:
Brent Schrawder and his wife Elisha from Leominster; and Clayton Shaffer and his wife
Julie from Colorado.
At this time, due to the world we live in, the funeral services will be on hold until a later
time.
In lieu of flowers please donate to the American Brain Tumor Association (abta.org) in
memory of Marla Whittle. The donate button along with a means of entering the person’s
name are present on the website.
To send an online condolence please visit www.mackfamilyfh.com.
Mack Family Funeral Home, 105 Central St., Gardner is directing arrangements.

Comments

“

My sincerest condolences to Scott & his family. Saying prayers for all of you.

Penny (LeMieur) Conoby - September 10 at 05:46 PM

“

My heart goes out to the family and the loss of such a beautiful person in their life. I
worked with Cameron at his first job and got the pleasure of meeting and getting to
know his parents.Her bright cheerful smile and personality was ever present and just
by talking with her you knew she loved and adored her family and that through them
she had everything she could want in life.

Karl Maloney
Karl Maloney - September 09 at 09:52 AM

“

As long time neighbors of Carol and Chuck, Marla babysat our 2 daughters. Marla
was a beautiful, kind person who our daughters always enjoyed having. Our deepest
and sincerest condolences. Jan and Jerry Gleason.

Jerry Gleason - September 03 at 06:07 PM

“

I am very sorry to hear about Marla passing. I met Scott and Marla when Scott was
attending UMass and then we all ended up living in Los Angeles after college. It was
a pleasure to have known Marla. My sincerest condolences go out to Scott and the
family.

Rich Kirk - September 01 at 07:02 PM

“

I'm so sorry to hear the news. I worked closely with Scott at Hughes Aircraft Co. and
when it became Raytheon in California, and both Scott and Marla were always very
friendly. I would have never known Marla was shy (as it says several times in her
obituary). She was always so nice when I met her at Scott's house or when we went
out to lunch or at company parties. I miss those days. Deepest sympathy for the
family.

Bob Felten - September 01 at 05:11 AM

“

The Whittle family, We are so sorry for your loss. Keep your happy memories close
to your heart. Sending you all our deepest sympathy...
Mike and Theresa Nogueira Templeton

theresa nogueira - August 31 at 10:28 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Kathy Wall - August 30 at 07:08 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Kathy Wall - August 30 at 06:59 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear of Marla's passing. I worked with Marla many years ago at
Digital. She was the sweetest, most thoughtful and kind person. I hope she is at
peace and reunited with other family members who have passed before her. My
thoughts and prayers go out to her family at this difficult time.
Catherine Bourgeois

Catherine Bourgeois - August 30 at 11:36 AM

“

My dear Scott, and boys, I am so sorry for your loss. I can not find the words to begin
to even tell you the depth of sorrow I feel for you all. I am here, do not hesitate to call
if you need anything. Sincerely, Beverly

Beverly Bartolomeo - August 30 at 09:50 AM

“

I am so sorry to hear of Marla‘a passing. I worked with Marla for 6 years at Athol
Savings Bank and she was always such a bright spot in the back office! Everything
about Marla’s presence coming through the office was kind, gentle, and ready to help
in any way she could! She was so proud of her boys and talked often about them
getting ready to graduate highschool and making plans for their futures. I can’t
imagine the loss you are feeling, and Marla’s love and kindness spread so far that
countless others in the community will be feeling a loss as well. I am so thankful to
have had the privilege to get to know Marla at work during my short time in her life.

Hannah Lemieux - August 30 at 06:57 AM

“

Chuck. So sorry to hear of Marla's passing. Our thoughts and prayers are with you
and your family . Scott and Heathet Nasiatka

Scott and Heather Nasiatka - August 29 at 07:53 PM

“

We send our love and prayers to your family. Marla and her mother Carol were the
nicest and most loved people. I always enjoyed our annual country roads Christmas
tour. It was fun and we laughed so much. Heaven has received yet another
Angel.
Sincerely
Jim and Sheila Milardo of Ashburnham,Ma

sheila milardo - August 29 at 12:42 PM

