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Helvi J. Palojarvi
GARDNER, MA – Helvi Johanna Palojarvi, 94, died peacefully at home on December 11,
2018.
Miss Palojarvi was born in Gardner on November 22, 1924, the eldest daughter of the late
Walfrid and Hilja (Tyrvainen) Palojarvi.
She was a 1942 graduate of Gardner High School, where she earned scholarships and an
award as the highest ranking commercial student. She studied at Bryant College,
Smithfield, RI, where she earned a degree in business administration in 1943. She
employed her administrative skills at Florence Stove Company of Gardner for several
years, and in support of the family business, Kilpi Grocery on West St. in Gardner.
In 1953, Helvi and close friend Rose Maskiewicz drove cross-country to Los Angeles, CA
to seek employment opportunities. She soon secured temporary employment as a
statistical secretary with the General Petroleum Corporation, a unit of Mobil Oil, quickly
leading to permanent employment in the contracts bureau for over fifteen years. Her talent
and work ethic earned her a transfer to Anchorage, AK to help in the implementation of
the Trans-Alaska Pipeline. She returned to Los Angeles and became one of the first
women to work as a landman in the company, covering Oregon and Idaho for the Land
Department’s exploration efforts. She accepted a transfer to the company’s Denver office,
where she retired in 1984 after more than thirty years with the company.
Her work life fueled and fulfilled her lifelong love of travel and exploration. She thrived on
immersing herself in others’ cultures, whether in the Middle East, Europe, the Rocky
Mountains, the Pacific Northwest, or the forests and lakes of New England. She was
especially proud of her Finnish heritage and frequently visited friends and family in
Finland. Despite her many travels and adventures, Helvi was never happier than when
she gathered with family, friends or the lunch bunch for sauna and fun at the family camp
on the shore of Wyman Pond, Westminster, a cherished spot she enjoyed for over ninety

years.
Upon retirement, Helvi returned to Gardner, the hometown she loved, while corresponding
for many years with dear friends in Los Angeles, Anchorage, and Denver.
She was an active member of Faith Lutheran Church of Gardner, where she devoted her
energies to serving the congregation and her resources to religious education. The
church’s Helvi J. Palojarvi Education Center was named in her honor.
Miss Palojarvi worked to support some of Gardner’s most important and enduring
institutions, including the Levi Heywood Memorial Public Library, where a children’s
reading room is named after her; The Gardner Museum, where she served as a Trustee;
and Heywood Hospital, where she founded Helvi’s Comfort Wagon for children, received a
President’s Volunteer Service Award, and had a visitor’s lounge in the Watkins Center for
Emergency & Acute Care wing named in her honor.
Helvi is survived by her dear sister, Irja E. Daly of Gardner; four nieces, Gail A. Palojarvi of
Westminster; Catherine P. Aulenback and her husband Lawrence of West Townsend;
Elizabeth P. Hennemann and her husband Richard of Templeton; and Mary M. LaFreniere
and her husband Steven of Gardner; four nephews: Patrick A. Daly and his wife Carol-Ann
of Gardner; David W. Palojarvi and his wife Patricia of Templeton; Daniel P. Daly and his
wife Heather of Harvard; and James M. Palojarvi of Ashburnham; three grandnieces,
Ashley R. Palojarvi of Colchester, VT; Maible A. Daly and T. Mairead Daly of Harvard, MA;
three grandnephews, Justin D. Palojarvi and his wife Stephanie of Ashby, MA; Kevin P.
Daly of Lemont Furnace, PA; Brian C. Daly of Leominster, MA; and one greatgrandnephew, Jace W. Daly of Lemont Furnace, PA.
Helvi was predeceased by her beloved brother, Olavi W. Palojarvi in 2018.
Calling hours will be held Friday, December 14, 2018 from 4:00 – 6:00 PM at Mack Family
Funeral Home, 105 Central St., Gardner, MA.
Funeral services will be held Saturday, December 15, 2018 at 10:00 AM at the Faith
Lutheran Church, 627 Green St., Gardner, MA. Burial will follow in Wildwood Cemetery,
Gardner.
In lieu of flowers, charitable contributions are appreciated to “Faith Lutheran Church”,
specifying in memo to “Youth Fund”, 627 Green Street, Gardner, MA 01440.

To leave an online condolence, please visit www.mackfamilyfh.com .
Mack Family Funeral Homes, 105 Central St., Gardner are assisting with arrangements.
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Comments

“

At the funeral, I spoke about how Helvi was always making new friends throughout
her long and wonderful life. This was true even within the last few years. The
following is from a special friend whom Helvi loved and met just two years ago. He
sent this to me upon hearing the news of her passing...
I love Helvi. She was a cute, sweet Grandma. She smiled at me when I went to visit
her. I told Helvi that I love her, and she told me she loves me too. I am sad that she
had to leave and go home to God, but I'm happy for her that she is free and with her
mom, dad, and brother. I will miss brushing her hair and rubbing her head, feeding
her and having snacks with her, reading to her, singing to her, and looking at books
with her, checking her heart with my stethoscope and checking her oxygen. I liked
being her doctor. I love her and I miss her.
With love,
Julian
(6 years old)
{Posted by D Daly by request and permission of Julian's family}

Dan Daly - December 20, 2018 at 01:10 PM

“

"I love Helvi. She was a cute, sweet Grandma. She smiled at me when I went to visit
her. I told Helvi that I love her, and she told me she loves me too. I am sad that she
had to leave and go home to God, but I'm happy for her that she is free and with her
mom, dad, and brother. I will miss brushing her hair and rubbing her head, feeding
her and having snacks with her, reading to her, singing to her, and looking at books
with her, checking her heart with my stethoscope and checking her oxygen. I liked
being her doctor. I love her and I miss her".
With love,
Julian (6 years old)

Julian - December 20, 2018 at 11:13 AM

“

My son (Julian) and I initially met Helvi in Broadview. Helvi was a very sweet lady.
She was always a pleasure to visit, always welcoming with a smile. My son (Julian)
adored her! They shared a sweet, special bond. She was very loving and always
patient when he was trying to be her "doctor". Julian would check her heart beat, with
his stethoscope, and her oxygen, give her sips of her drink, and cover her up with her
blanket, several times during the visit. Helvi would always give him a smile and
patiently let him do it. We will always remember how loving she was. She will be
missed dearly.

Lise - December 20, 2018 at 10:11 AM

“

"Helvi is my special friend. She was a cute, sweet Grandma. I love her. I'm sad she
had to go home to God, but I'm happy for her that she is free and is with her Mom,
Dad, and brother. I had fun with Helvi. She smiled at me when I went to visit her. I
told her I love her, and she told me she loves me too. I had fun brushing her hair,
rubbing her head, singing to her, looking at books, feeding her, having snacks with
her, checking her heart with my stethoscope, and checking her oxygen levels. I liked
being her doctor. I miss her"! With love,
Julian
(6 years old)

Lise and Julian - December 20, 2018 at 09:46 AM

“

My life was brighter and happier because Helvi was my "best friend forever" for more
years than I can remember, beginning with her first (of two) transfers to Denver
during her employment with Mobil Oil, where I also lived and was employed by
another oil company. We had much in common and even after we were both retired she in Gardner and me in Denver and Austin TX we continued our visits to each
other and our notes and telephone conversations. Her passing brings tears not only
for the loss of her physical person but for the knowledge that another special person
in my life has moved on to a new phase of life - selfish on my part, but friendships
like the one we shared come around very rarely and I treasure the memory. We did a
lot of traveling around the western part of the country and always the first stop at the
first rest area out of the city was to enjoy a hot cup of coffee and a sweet roll. We
even took TV trays so our "rest stops" would be comfortable on the side of the road
anywhere the scenery was especially lovely. Sometimes, travelers would stop and
ask permission to take our pictures! Two slightly "over the hill" ladies out enjoying life.
During my visits to Gardner, we would go "leaf peeping" or take a few days to binge
on lobster somewhere along the coast. We had some wonderful adventures hopefully one of these days we will meet in that other life and enjoy another cup of
coffee with a Finish sweet roll and laugh about our earthly life and its adventures.
My special thanks to Dan, who has been good to contact me from time to time with
news about Helvi's recent health problems. My love to Irja - she shared some of
Helvi's and my get-a-ways. To all the family, I send my deepest sympathies.
Sincerely, Betty Nelson, Oklahoma City.

Betty J Nelson - December 15, 2018 at 12:15 PM

“

Our deepest condolences and warmest thoughts for you. Helvi Känsäkoski´s (nee
Palojärvi) son Reijo Känsäkoski and family.

Eija Känsäkoski - December 15, 2018 at 11:28 AM

“

This morning I received an email informing me of Helvi’s passing. At first I was
saddened by this news. Saddened because of how much knowing Helvi meant to me
personally and as one of her pastors in her long and wonderful life. I can remember
the many uniquely special times we spent together in the years I was her pastor. But
now I find myself rejoicing in her passing, knowing that she is doing just fine, that she
is embracing a new life, a life filled with joy, peace and love eternally. I selfishly miss
her, I miss her smile, her voice, her sense of humor. I miss her and yet I will forever
remember and cherish her friendship and the joy of being her pastor and friend. May
God forever bless her, her family and the church she loved so much (Faith Lutheran
Church, Gardner MA ). Take care and God Bless. Pastor Scott Grimshaw

Pastor Scott Grimshaw - December 13, 2018 at 01:37 PM

“

Osanottomme Suomesta. Pauli Palojarvi's children with family

Heli Jarvinen - December 13, 2018 at 09:24 AM

“

Helvi was a dear friend and client. She was always a delight and inspiration to be with. I'm
grateful she made such a great inpact on all the people she loved. I know she is glad to be
home with her parents and Olavi.
Ellen Olsen - December 15, 2018 at 06:11 PM

