Elizabeth Yanelli-Farrell
October 28, 1957 - January 23, 2019

ASHBURNHAM - Elizabeth A. Yanelli-Farrell, 61 of 61 Willard Road, Ashburnham, died
Wednesday, January 23, 2019 in the Health Alliance Leominster Campus, Leominster.
She was born in Hartford, CT, on October 28, 1957, the daughter of the late Bernard J.
Yanelli and Marie (Maffucci) Yanelli.
Liz grew up in Rocky Hill Connecticut and graduated from Rocky Hill High School in 1975.
She received her B.S. in Special Education from Lesley College in Cambridge and her
Masters in Special Education from the University of New England.
She worked for 30 years in the Gardner School District, 10 years as a Learning Disabilities
Evaluator and 20 years as a Special Education Teacher at Elm Street School, before
retiring in 2017.
She was an active member of St. Denis Church in Ashburnham and was a member of
three book groups. She enjoyed traveling, reading, quilting and spending time with her
family. She continued living her life to the fullest even in her final weeks, and always
brought great joy to all those she met.
She leaves her husband: Eugene J. Farrell, one daughter: Erin Heyl and her husband
Spencer Heyl of Brighton, MA and one son: Glenn Farrell and his wife Molly Farrell of
Newburyport, MA; one sister: Christine Yanelli of Old Saybrook, CT and two brothers:
Bernard Yanelli of Bradenton, FL and Jay Yanelli of Lakewood, CA; and three
granddaughters, Caela, Elyse, and Nieve, whom she adored.
She was predeceased by her son, Daniel Farrell.
A Mass of Christian Burial will be held Monday, January 28, 2019 at 11:00 am in St. Denis
Church, 85 Main Street, Ashburnham. Burial will be private at a later date.

Calling hours will be held Sunday, January 27, 2019 from 2 - 4 p.m. at the funeral home.
In lieu of flowers, the family suggests that memorial contributions be made in her memory
to Dana Farber Cancer Institute, 450 Brookline Ave., Boston, MA 02215
(https://www.dana-farber.org/how-you-can-help/ways-to-give/make-a-memorial-or-tributegift/) or to the Daniel J. Farrell Scholarship c/o Oakmont High School 9 Oakmont Drive,
Ashburnham, MA 01430.
For more information or to sign our online guest book please visit www.mackfamilyfh.com.
Mack Family Funeral Home 105 Central St., Gardner is directing arrangements.
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Visitation

02:00PM - 04:00PM

Mack Family Funeral Home - Lamoureux-Smith & Poliks Chapel
105 Central St., Gardner, MA, US, 01440
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Mass

11:00AM

St. Dennis Church
85 Main St., Ashburnham, MA, US, 01430

Comments

“

Liz was the epitome of sunshine whenever we spoke and I'll always remember how
bravely she faced the loss of Danny. My heart goes out to you, Gene, Glenn and
Erin, and I wish you lots of love and the continued presence of your lost loved ones
in your lives.

Anne Sargent - February 24 at 11:12 PM

“

I have to say that I have never met a nicer person than Liz. Always smiling, giving of
herself, and positive. It was my pleasure to have known her. I wish all of you peace,
and healing.
Judi Refrigeri

Judi Refrigeri - January 28 at 09:02 AM

“

Erin
Please accept our most heartfelt sympathies for the loss of your mother. She was
such a beautiful person. Our thoughts are with you and your family during this difficult
time.
Kathy, Jessica & Taylor Wall

Kathy Wall - January 27 at 01:22 PM

“

So sad, I will always remember our special chats together. Grateful we met at Elm
and continued to bump into each other in various ways, her sweet nature and caring
personality helped me so much when I needed it most. Sending healing vibes to the
family and close friends.

Jenn DeMoura - January 27 at 08:43 AM

“

Brendon, Wiley and I are greatly saddened to hear of Liz’s passing. She was a light
in this world, but know in our hearts she is rejoicing in Heaven! She was a joy to see
every day when she worked at Elm! She was always very caring for all the students
and staff and I greatly appreciate all the years she helped me with my musicals! I
loved talking to her about her family and next great adventure somewhere- especially

Ireland. I loved our beach day at the pond and dinners or visits we had- I just wish
there could of been more. We will miss her friendly smile and presence here, but are
forever greatful to have known her and to have been friends. Sending much love and
prayers for to your family.
Kathy MacKay - January 27 at 12:13 AM

“

I was so surprised and saddened to hear of Liz’s death. She was such an upbeat
wonderful person and a dear friend. Liz and I worked and socialized together many
years ago. I have such fond memories of her. I loved her laugh and her beautiful
spirit.
Judy McFaul
Venice, FL

judy mc faul - January 26 at 07:10 PM

“

Dear Gene, Glenn, Erin, Molly and Spencer, - I am so sorry for your loss but what a
gift you all had in having her in your lives. What tremendous spirit, zest for life, and
positivity she had. I never saw her without a smile or a laugh despite all the physical
discomfort I’m sure she endured.
She has been and will continue to be a role model for me personally in how to live
one’s life with grace, love, acceptance, laughter and faith.
She loved you all and those beautiful granddaughters too. (I just saw and talked with
her maybe 2 months ago).
Our prayers are with you all during this difficult time. She joins Dan in watching over
you all.
With our Love, Pat, Anne Marie (Harrington) Shannon and Jackie Weiler

Anne Marie Weiler - January 26 at 06:24 PM

“

We will always remember Liz's smile and caring soul.
God be with her family & friends.

Paul and Brenda Lashua (willard rd) - January 25 at 08:29 PM

“

Gene, Erin, and Glenn,
I am so sorry to hear of Liz's passing. She was a wonderful wife, mom, grandmother,
and a very special part of the Saint Denis Parish. Her warmth, and her willingness to
give of herself were remarkable. She will truly be missed by all who had the grace to
come to know her. She will be in my Mass and prayers, as will of you. She now has
been reunited with Dan, and know that they are with the Lord and praying the great
faith she had will be an inspiration for you until the day you are all together again in
God's house.
Fr. John Horgan

Rev. John Horgan - January 25 at 10:35 AM

“

Dear Glenn,
After reading the obituary, your mom was undoubtedly an inspirational woman, who
touched so many young lives as a teacher. I am sure she was extremely proud of
how you are continuing her legacy. I hope that all the wonderful memories help you
and your family get through this very difficult time.
God bless,
Sean Dunleavy

Sean Dunleavy - January 25 at 09:06 AM

“

We are so very sad to hear this news. Liz was a wonderful friend and neighbor. We
spent many happy hours in her company at her home and ours over the years. Our
prayers go out to Gene, Glenn and family, and Erin.

Nancy Hayes Clune - January 25 at 08:36 AM

“

Ohmygoodness
I am sooo very sorry to hear of Liz’s passing, I don’t even
know what to say
we shared many experiences and she was my light when I
needed her most. I will miss her positivity and her beautiful smile. R.i.P. my beautiful
friend

judy kalagher - January 25 at 02:08 AM

“

Liz was simultaneously the strongest and gentlest person that I have ever known.
She lit up every room that she entered with her unflappable positivity and was always
more focused on caring for others than she was worried about herself. Liz will be
dearly missed by all who were lucky enough to have her in their lives.

Kevin Kirby - January 24 at 11:14 PM

“

Gene, Glenn and Erin,
Wayne, Jaime, Cristina and I are so saddened by the death of your wonderful wife and
mother. She was a true example of love, giving and bravery. Her love for the world around
her made her the perfect teacher and neighbor, her strength and tenderness made her the
perfect mom. The only thing that makes her passing easier for all who know you and your
family is the belief of her uniting with her beloved Danny. We send you our love and sincere
condolences.
The Hancocks - January 26 at 06:30 PM

“

Dear Gene, Erin and Glenn,
We are very sorry and saddened by the death of Liz. She will be missed in our gatherings
and in our lives. We will keep her alive in all of the wonderful memories we have of her.
Sending you our love and our sincere condolences.
Monica and Thomas Tessitore
Monica - January 27 at 08:18 AM

