Elden E. Bjurling
July 27, 1950 - January 2, 2021

GARDNER - Elden E. Bjurling, 70 of Gardner died Saturday, January 2, 2021 in the
Heywood Hospital, Gardner.
He was born on July 27,1950 in Gardner the son of Philip A. Bjurling and Dorothy (Collins)
Bjurling-Wirkkala. Elden graduated from Gardner High School with the class of 1968.
While in high school he was President of the Radio Club (he attained his Ham License in
1960), Captain of the Tennis Team, member of the Swimming Team and was New
England Archery Champion in 1966. Elden graduated from the University of Minnesota in
1972 receiving a Bachelor of Science from the College of Medical Science. While
attending the University of Minnesota he was a member of the Council of Health
Interdisciplinary Participation which is the Governing Body of the Medical School and he
served as the Secretary-Treasurer of the College of Mortuary Science.
He was the President and Owner of the Smith Funeral Home in Gardner until 2007,
following his father who owned the funeral home up till his death in 1972. He was also the
President and Owner of Wheelen Supply Co., Inc. and was President of the B.M.W. Lance
Corporation..
Elden was a member of the St. Paul's Episcopal Church, former member and Past
President of the Gardner Rotary Club, member of the Swedish Social Club, the
Narragansett Historical Society, Past President of the Ridgely Country, served as
Treasurer of the Knowlton Foundation for the Elderly, Inc. for many years, a member of
the Hope Lodge of Masons, the Royal Arch Chapter, the Harris Council, member and past
organist for the Ivanhoe Commandery, the Aleppo Temple, the Westminster Square and
Compass Club, the Gardner Shrine Club, former Corporator of the former Gardner
Savings Bank, member and past executive committee member of the Gardner Chamber
of Commerce, a member of the Circumnavigations Club International, former member of
the Gardner Industrial Foundation, past member and director of the Executive Committee
of the Gardner Visiting Nurses Association, former Gardner Airport Commissioner, former
member of the Gardner Board of Health, former member of the board of the Protestant

Youth Center and a reserve deputy with the Worcester County Sheriff Department. He
was also a former member of the National Funeral Director Association, the
Massachusetts Funeral Director Association, the Associated Funeral Directors Association
and the International Order of the Golden Rule. He enjoyed aviation and was a certified
instrument pilot. He enjoyed time spent on Queen Lake and with many of the regular
diners at the King Phillip Restaurant.
He recently said to a close friend "I had a great life". He was predeceased by his parents
and by his brother Brian Bjurling. He leaves his sister in-law, Betty Bjurling of Leominster
and many close friends.
Funeral services and burial in Greenbower Cemetery, Gardner will be private.
To send an online condolence please visit http://www.mackfamilyfh.com.
Mack Family Funeral Home, 105 Central St., Gardner is directing arrangements.

Cemetery
Green Bower Cemetery
Union St.
Gardner, MA, 01440

Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

Mack Family Funeral Homes - January 08 at 09:34 AM

“

With deepest sympathy to all whose lives were touch by Elden.
He was a gentle spirit, kind hearted, and a true Gentleman...
He will be missed & continues to live on in the hearts of those who shared his path
on this earth.
In love, light & a gentle hug.

Dan & Karol Zub-Monette - January 13 at 03:14 AM

“

“

Thank you for your kind words.
Betty Bjurling - January 15 at 05:22 PM

Elden you have been part of my life for 30 years I am going to miss our weekly talks
taking boat rides on the lake or sitting by the lake listening to your stories of your life
your snake will be imbedded in my mind forever you have helped me through good
and bad times in my life a piece of my heart is gone now you are no longer here I am
going to go sit by the lake have a Manhattan in your honor an cherish and honor your
life goodbye my dear friend

marie mello - January 10 at 04:17 PM

“

Dear Marie, Thank you for your memory of Elden. If you are talking about the snake visit to
Dorothy, That is one story I will remember also. If I recollect correctly, that snake went
missing & was eventually found in the springs of the sofa. I'm glad I didn 't kn ow Elden
then. I don't think I would have survived those encounters.. The picture of the snake
coming out of El's jacket to say hi to Dorothy still gives me the willies. I'm not a big snake
person. I think there was a big spider somewhere in that history. Elden's sense of humor
was interesting. Take care & God Bless. Have a Manhattan for me.
Betty Bjurling - January 15 at 05:28 PM

“

Dear Betty, My heartfelt condolences to you on the loss of Elden. As you remember I
was a lucky person to be included in the Bjurling family for over 20 years. I enjoyed
many holidays & events with Dorothy, Brian and yourself. I'm glad for the times we
spent together. May you find peace and stay healthy in the coming year.
Fondly, Sally (Kulczyk) Bennett

Sally Bennett - January 10 at 04:05 PM

“

Hi Sally. When Brian got sick & Dorothy died, we didn't see or hear much from Elden. It is
sad. I was sorry to hear he was sick for so long. I was in such morning over Brian &
Dorothy, the past 4 years are a fog. They are all together now & im sure they will work
things out. Thank you for contacting me. I hope you are well & happy. Take care & stay
healthy.
Betty Bjurling - January 15 at 05:31 PM

“

I have known Elden since high school. He was a good friend of my brother Bob. We
became very close friends. I will miss him very much he was a special human being.
He is at peace now. Hopefully is reuniting with his family and his close Friends
Bob(Buster) and Calvin. It was very nice hearing all the wonderful things being said
about him today at the funeral. I will miss him. Robbie(Mailloux) Lajoie

Roberta Lajoie - January 08 at 03:44 PM

“

I am glad you came to the funeral. I thought it went well. His Mom would have been happy
that it was so well done. I'm sorry about the covid-19 thing. I would have loved to hug you
all. Take care & God Bless.
Betty Bjurling - January 15 at 05:34 PM

“

I've known Elden for many years. Being a friend of my brother Steve , I got to spend
time with him whenever Steve came from Japan for a visit. He was respectful, kind
loving, generous , and so much more. Especially funny. I will miss his humor .May he
rest in PEACE .Gone but never will be forgotten.
Sandra Comee-Scott

Sandra Comee-Scott - January 08 at 01:53 PM

“

Dear Sandra. Thank you for your lovely thoughts for Elden's memory space. I was blessed
to have been in the family. Brian & his Mom were a true gift to me & to Elden. They are all
together now. God Bless & Stay well.
Betty Bjurling - January 15 at 05:36 PM

“

Our deepest sympathy to Elden's family, we have known Elden for many many years
and have many memories we will hold onto dearly. The Moschetti Family

Joyce - January 08 at 10:38 AM

“

Thank you Joyce. Our memories are real gifts. I tell everyone to share good deeds in the
memory of those who we were blessed to know. and that way we keep them alive and pass
on the good deeds done for us. Please stay well & God Bless.
Betty Bjurling - January 15 at 05:37 PM

“

Spending time with Elden was always special. Saunas and jumping in the lake were
refreshing and fun. Camping became a new experience for him and we enjoyed
every trip. He is sadly missed. R.I.P. OUR FRIEND

Joe and Sandi Jaillet - January 07 at 11:48 AM

“

Thank you for your sharing your memory. He is now with his Mom Dad & Brian. Like
Dorothy rides with me in my convertable when I have the top down. you can bring Elden
with you on future camping trips. They are with us when we think about them. Take care &
God Bless.
Betty Bjurling - January 15 at 05:40 PM

“

Elden was a GHS classmate of mine and we graduated together. Over the more than
50 years I have known him, I regarded Elden as a friend and a man of integrity and
great intelligence. Over the years I enjoyed my frequent visits to Wheelen Supply
where he was a wealth of information and witty opinions. I remember fondly sharing
a table and stories with him at a recent high school reunion. I shall miss his dry
humor and his friendship.
Arthur Rome

Arthur Rome - January 06 at 09:10 PM

“

Hi Arthur. Thank you for your shared memory. I have a girl friend who has been my friend
for 66 years. We were classmates from early childhood. I understand how you feel. it is
such a blessing to have friendships that span most of our lives. We will always have the gift
of those memories. I believe when our journey ends here we will meet those special people
again. Take care and God Bless.
Betty Bjurling - January 07 at 09:01 AM

“

I never met Elden but I heard so many nice things about him. His Uncle Ted and my
great Aunt Helen were companions and they always had nice things to say about
Elden and his family. May his memory be a blessing to all who knew him.

Linda Minkkinen - January 06 at 07:28 PM

“

Hi Linda. I remember your Aunt Helen. She was such a nice lady. When Uncle Ted passed,
Brian & I lost touch with her. Being in Leominster, I didn't go to Gardner other than to see
Dorothy and bring her to doctors appointments. I am sorry we didn't see Helen. Life takes
us on different paths but I remember Helen and I wanted to say how much we thought of
her. Uncle Ted was a handful and she must have had a great deal of patience to be such a
good friend to him. Thank you for your note and stay well. God Bless.
Betty Bjurling - January 07 at 08:54 AM

“

Elden was a close friend of my grandfather Arthur "Huck" Hakkarainen, who lived
seasonally on Queen Lake since the 1930s. Elden had a nice boat, a beautiful house
and a good sense of humor.

Adam Hakkarainen - January 06 at 01:28 PM

“

Hi Adam. I remember Huck. Brian & I enjoyed his humor. We didn't spend much time at the
lake. We came when we were invited and honored Elden's space otherwise. We had nice
birthdays for Dorothy & Brian & Elden in the summer. It was a beautiful place to visit. Thank
you for your memory. Stay well & God Bless
Betty Bjurling - January 06 at 10:59 PM

“

Elden was a "ray of sunshine" to the staff / patients at Heywood Hospital, Special
Procedures. He would stop by to share stories and "jokes"... and would send flowers
at various times of the year to brighten our day. A very kind soul. Thank-you Elden
and may God Bless You, and may you rest in peace.

CYNTHIA BROWER - January 06 at 12:41 PM

“

Thank you Cynthia. Elden's brother Brian & his Mom & his Uncle Ted liked to share jokes. It
must have been a family gift. I miss those times. I was fortunate to marry into a nice family..
I miss the laughter. Stay well. You all have a tough road with this Covid-19 pandemic.
Please tell all those who you work with to be careful & stay well. Thank you all at the
hospital for your kindness & caring. God Bless.
Betty Bjurling - January 06 at 11:08 PM

“

I was privileged to work with Elden for 12 years and lived above the funeral home.
We worked together well as his talents were different than mine. I was very
comfortable there and Elden and his mother Dorothy treated me well. I became a
better funeral director during those years. Rest well, "Sir Boss".

Steve Palmer - January 06 at 12:38 PM

“

Hi Steve. It was nice to hear from you. Last I remember you were moving to California. That
was ages ago. I hope you are well. Thank you for your posting. Brian & I liked you and
were sorry to see you leave but we all have to follow our dreams where ever they take us.
Stay well & God Bless.
Betty Bjurling - January 06 at 11:03 PM

“

I moved to California, then bought a funeral home in Arizona. Those businesses were
bigger volume than Smith Funeral Home, I always remembered the smaller city values I
learned at Smith with Elden.! Every family served is through a personal contact and the
only way to meet them is to be part of the community. Be well, Betty! Thanks for keeping
these memories!
Steve Palmer - January 07 at 10:13 PM

“

Elden .I enjoyed our chats when you would come in shopping. Talking about Queen
Laje and how you enjoyed it all. I’m gonna miss you. Rest In Peace my friend.
Missy

missy - January 06 at 11:56 AM

“

Hi Missy. Thank you so much for your sharing a memory. I don't think I ever had the
opportunity to meet you but I truly understand how it is to loose a friend. I am just starting to
come through the grief of Brian's passing and it will be 5 years in April. I take comfort in
knowing Elden is now re-united with his Mom & Dad & Brian & the rest of the family. They
are at peace & not sick and that is the best until it my turn to join them. Stay healthy & God
Bless.
Betty Bjurling - January 06 at 11:16 PM

“

Elden was a good man, who was an excellent funeral director and an honest
businessman. I am grateful for the 14 years spent working with him at the former
Smith Funeral Home. I witnessed him being very good to people during their difficult
times.
He will be missed.

Doug Stone - January 06 at 05:38 AM

“

Hi Doug. It is so nice to see your note on Elden's memory page.I hope you are doing well.
Dorothy, Brian & I always felt bad that you did not take over Smith but sometimes things
don't turn out like we think they should. I hope for you things turned out for the better. It
seems like they did. It has been a long time since I last saw you. I hope you are staying
well. Take care with this Covid-19 thing. God Bless.
Betty Bjurling - January 06 at 11:21 PM

“

Dear Betty, I was one year ahead of Elden in school through 8th grade. Our families
went to St. Paul Episcopal Church. My parents, Doc and Helen were great friends of
Phil and Dorthy. I was so saddened to here of Eldens passing.
Every time I came back to Gardner I tried to visit him. The last time was four years
ago.
I just wanted you to know that I am thinking of you. I will let my brother, Bob, who is
85 about your brothers passing.
All the best Betty.
Peter and Bob Sauter

Peter Sauter - January 05 at 11:05 PM

“

Hi Peter & Bob. Thank you for your kind note. I remember Dorothy speaking about your
parents. Sadly at this age it seems we loose people we care about way too often. I miss
Dorothy. I just bought a used convertable & I picture her riding with me when I have the top
down. She loved her Valient and she loved sharing the fun of riding in it. My friends now get
dragged around in my car when the sun shines. If it's cold they have blankets. They think
I'm crazy but they have fun any ways and I'm sure Dorothy laughs with us. I hope you are
both well. Please be careful with this Covid-19 pandemic. Take care & God Bless.
Betty Bjurling - January 06 at 11:29 PM

“

Elden is reunited with Brian, their Mom & Dad, Uncle Ted, Uncle Elden & Aunt
Edwina.. May their souls be at peace and I look forward to the day when it is my turn
to join them. I miss my Brian and Dorothy. They are a part of my heart. I am sorry
Elden was such a distant soul but it all works out with God. I thank you all for your
kind thoughts. God Bless you all and stay well through this Covid pandemic.
Betty Bjurling

Betty Bjurling - January 05 at 09:24 PM

“

Elden was a good friend of mine for over 30 years. I’ll miss his knowledge and willing
to share it with all. May you Rest In Peace my friend

Pete Goguen - January 05 at 07:15 PM

“

Thank you Pete for sharing your memory of Elden. I truly believe Elden is now with Brian &
his Mom & Dad & the rest of the family. It is just hard when people we care about are no
longer here in the flesh to talk with. It is a tough journey here and when we loose people
who support us it can be a little tougher. Take care & God Bless.
Betty Bjurling - January 06 at 11:34 PM

“

Condolences Betty on the loss of your brother-in-law. Our family relationships go
back a few generations since my grandmother, Christine Lund Anderson, and
Elden's grandmother were sisters that came over together from Sweden. I have
many fond memories of times spent together in the past, and we loved Elden dearly.
My maiden name was Elinor Linea Nelson.

Elinor DeMeo - January 05 at 05:35 PM

“

Hi Elinor. Thank you for your note. I remember the Lund name in discussions with Dorothy
when we were working on the family tree. I wish Brian was here, I'm sure he would have
memory of your family. I have gone to the 3 cematarys looking at the grave stones of the
Bjurling family. I have some of the Bjulring family tree research. I hope to check to see if the
Navy ever identified Uncle Elden's remains in the Phillapines. I had gotten notice of that
just when Brian died. Dorothy so wanted to bring him home. I hope to see if I can do
anything about that. Please take care. This Covid-19 thing makes it hard. Please stay
healthy & God Bless.
Betty Bjurling - January 06 at 11:42 PM

“

To whom do I send a condolence but to myself?
Atty. Jerold G. Paquette , affectionately addressed by Elden as “Loophole”

atty Jerold G. paquette - January 05 at 04:37 PM

“

Hello Jerold. I send you my condolence on the loss of your friend. It is a tough experience.
We just have to keep those we loose in our heart & try to do positive things for others we
meet. having faith that we will meet our dear friends when our journey here ends. Take care
& God Bless.
Betty Bjurling - January 06 at 11:46 PM

“

Anita Davidson Ford lit a candle in memory of Elden E. Bjurling

Anita Davidson Ford - January 05 at 04:29 PM

“

Thank you for lighting a candle in memory of Elden. I don't know if I ever met you but
loosing someone we care about is hard. Please take care & God Bless.
Betty Bjurling - January 06 at 11:48 PM

“

In 1988 I met Elden, it was soon after he had finished renovations on his Queen
Lake home. We met at the cottage and he showed me around and I could tell he was
very proud of layout, the modern conveniences and of course the sauna and hot tub.
For the next 27 years every two weeks I cleaned Elden's home on Queen Lake.
What a lovely place to spend time even if I was there to freshened up the place. You
could tell by Elden's smile he knew he was luck, especially to live in such a beautiful
setting.
The sauna and hot tub were a companied by jumping into the lake. He enjoyed his
friends in the sauna club.
He always let it be known that it was a bachelors life for him. Elden loved visiting
different restaurants and bars, seeing everyone a on a regular basis. There are not
many that live in the Gardner area that do not know the name Elden Bjurling.
He was an accomplished business man, did great work for his community and he will
be missed.
Karin Foley

Karin Foley - January 05 at 02:51 PM

“

Hi Karin. Than you for sharing a memory about Elden. Brian & I wondered about El's
Sauna events. We got the short, limited version of the story but that was his life & we
respected his privacy. I'm sure you have good memories and that is what makes life fun. I
hope you stay well. God Bless.
Betty Bjurling - January 06 at 11:53 PM

“

Karin Foley lit a candle in memory of Elden E. Bjurling

Karin Foley - January 05 at 02:20 PM

“

The Hartshorn and Bjurling families go back a while in Gardner History. There are two
tributes we would like to make.
As a twelve year old scout back in the sixties I was struggling with learning the Morse code
- a requirement for First class rank. Eldon, as a Senior leader, stepped up and split the
alphabet with my mother and I learned it. To this day I put Eagle Scout on every resume
and bio I have ever filled out. Thanks Elden , would not have made it without you.

Our 12 year old son Michael (who is now 40) was a quiet inquisitive kid who was always
tinkering with something. On many occasions he would walk into Wheelan's with a switch,
valve or faucet and start asking questions but never interrupting a customer. Elden and the
staff would take the time to disassemble the unit, clean it , put it back together with him and
take the time to explain how it worked. Today Michael is a senior scientist with a PHD in
physics. We are so proud of him and thankful to Wheelan's for the time spent with a kid.
God Bless.
Stan and Susan Hartshorn Gardner
Stan and Susan Hartshorn - January 07 at 10:44 AM

“

Dear Stan & Susan. Thank you for the wonderful tribute to Elden. Brian was not
mechanically gifted as Elden was but Brian prepared taxes and loved working with people
to explain how they could plan better to reduce their tax liabilities. I think Dorothy & Phil
gave us all wonderful sons with their own talents. It is up to all of us to "pay it forward" and
help others as Elden & Brian helped us. We all stand on the shoulders of those who went
before us. That is a wonderful gift. I am so glad your family did so well. I am sorry I did not
get to know you. I wish you all good health and God Bless.
Betty Bjurling - January 07 at 07:19 PM

“
“

Semper Fi, Marine! Stand down, Rest in Peace.
Mark Ellis - January 15 at 09:48 PM

Hi Mark. I appreciate your message. I am a little confused. I know El was in ROTC in
college, but He never actually went forward with joining the military. The Bjurlings covered
the Army (Aunt Edwina) Navy( Philip & Uncle Elden) & Coast Guard (Brian) but the Marines
were missed. It would have been nice if El had gone further with that. Perhaps there is
more to this story. I would love to hear about it. Thank you for your well wishes for Elden &
God Bless & Stay well.

Betty Bjurling - January 16 at 10:37 PM

“

On behalf of Jessamine Chapter Order of the Eastern Star, we want to extend sympathy to
his family. He was a member of our Chapter for 40 years, having been initiated on March
13, 1981. He certainly accomplished a great deal in his lifetime and was a wonderful
example for us all.
Pat Darby - Past Matron of Jessamine Chapter No. 75, Gardner
Patricia C Darby - January 18 at 05:47 PM

“
“

Thank you for you kind thoughts..
Betty Bjurling - January 25 at 12:53 AM

Dear Betty, So sorry to hear of Elden's passing. I bumped into him a couple of times over
the last few years and we always talked about the grand old times. You have had a tough
road the last few years. John and I wish you peace and happy memories to comfort you.
God bless and stay safe! Lou and John Tata
Louise Tata - January 26 at 09:29 AM

“

Hi Louise, Thank you for your kind note. I was thinking about you & John. I don't see any of
the old crowd any more. I has been a hard path Brian & I have traveled. Thankfully I am
doing well. I hope that will continue. Once this covid thing passes, please give me a call &
maybe we can meet for a coffee & catch up. I pray you all stay well. God Bless.
Betty G. Bjurling - February 06 at 12:18 AM

