Eileen C. Sisk
December 13, 1938 - February 15, 2019

GARDNER - Eileen C. Sisk, 80 of Gardner, died Friday, February 15, 2019 at home.
She was born in Arlington, MA, on December 13, 1938, the daughter of the late Jeremiah
J. and the late Mary Ellen (Moore) Sisk.
Eileen was a resident of Gardner since 1940. She graduated from Sacred Heart School
and Gardner High School with the Class of 1956. She received her B.A. in Education from
University of Massachusetts Amherst in 1960, and her Master’s in Education in 1968.
She was a member of the Gardner Education Association, Massachusetts Education
Association, National Education Association, Delta Kappa Gamma Society, a member of
the Levi Heywood Memorial Library Board, the Gardner Museum, Fan Association of
North America (FANA), a member of the Business and Professional Woman's Club. She
was a long- time member of Sacred Heart Church and taught CCD for many years.
Eileen was a primary teacher in Baldwinville from 1960 to 1964, taught in Springfield from
1964-1968 and taught grades 1 and 2 in Gardner from 1968 until her retirement in 1994.
She volunteered at Mount Wachusett Community College and worked and volunteered at
the Hope House in Gardner.
She leaves two goddaughters, Ann Flanagan of Takoma Park, Maryland; Maureen Kane
of New York City, NY and several cousins and friends.
She was predeceased by two sisters, Mary G. Sisk and Elizabeth A. Jean.
A Mass of Christian Burial will be held Monday, February 25, 2019 at 11:00 am in the
Annunciation Parish - Holy Rosary Church, 135 Nichols St., Gardner. Burial will be at a
later date in St. John's Cemetery.
A calling hour will be held Monday, February 25, 2019 from 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. at the
funeral home.
In lieu of flowers, the family suggests that memorial contributions be made in her memory
to Levi Heywood Memorial Library – Children’s Department, 55 W. Lynde St., Gardner, MA
01440 or to the Catholic Charities Worcester County, 10 Hammond St., Worcester, MA
01610.
For more information or to sign our online guest book please visit www.mackfamilyfh.com.
Mack Family Funeral Home 105 Central St., Gardner is directing arrangements.

Events
FEB
25

Visitation

09:30AM - 10:30AM

Mack Family Funeral Homes Lamoureux-Smith & Poliks Chapel
105 Central St., Gardner, MA, US, 01440

FEB
25

Mass

11:00AM

Holy Rosary Church
135 Nichols Street, Gardner, MA, US

Comments

“

As President of FANA, The Fan Association of North America, I'm writing to extend
our condolences at the passing of our loved and appreciated member, Eileen
Sisk.We shared many good times with her, and many fan events. I, personally,
always enjoyed her perspective on events and fan details. She will be remembered
by many of us, and more importantly, missed. Thank you for being a kind and
gracious friend and fan advocate/collector - a dear lady!
Abbey Block Cash

Abbey Block Cash - March 22 at 11:48 AM

“

Very saddened to hear of Eileen's passing. Eileen was my first grade teacher at
Baldwinville Elementary School back in 1960. She was a great teacher and a
wonderful woman. My deepest sympathy to her family.

Alan Rousseau - February 25 at 09:03 AM

“

We love you Eileen! You have been a part of our family for many years. I will miss
your sense of humor and funny stories. You had such a special gift with children that
even now my classmates who had you in school still comment on how much they
loved you. You made a difference.
Lue Roth

Lue Roth - February 25 at 08:18 AM

“

I never would have imagined that I'd share the most beautiful and loving bonds of
warm friendship with dearest Eileen.....since ,I m from the distant land of India . On
one of my visits to my son who also lived in Gardener ,I was casually introduced to
Eileen. Our first chat session thereafter,over cups of hot tea .....it felt as if we had
known each other always . We spend many a cozy twosome afternoons in each
others company.
Such was the warm n charismatic personality of my friend Eileen ,that instantly one
was drawn to her . She was an elegant lady of fine taste n temperament. Her

interests ranged over a wide variety of issues ,from history to politics ,from religion to
cross country cultures.....a sign of her broad mental horizons and her eagerness to
know more came through splendidly in our conversations .
We kept up our friendship during my later visits and through old fashioned letter
writing .....every now and then . I last visited her sometime mid July 2018 for a brief
period of time . She shared that she had been unwell but she was still her usual
charming self . We parted with a promise to spend longer time when I traveled next
time to be with my son ......
Alas ,that was not to be ...... though so brief an association I am left with
lovely,lingering and lasting memories of the time I spend with you , dear Eileen.
You have left us too suddenly . Will miss your presence a lot but shall always cherish
our friendship .
Rest in eternal joy and peace in the loving arms of The Almighty .
May you be blessed forever ,dearest Eileen.
Kamini Khanna - February 24 at 11:18 AM

“

We feel so sad that Eileen has been called home so unexpectedly. We have lost a
wonderful, loving, intelligent, thoughtful and caring family member. She showed our
family, many times, how much her love of family, family history and family heirlooms
meant to her. I treasure those family heirlooms she shared with us. She would, also,
share her story of her amazing fan collection that was beautiful. Every trip we have
made back east, from California and now Arizona, we have always tried to include a
Gardner family reunion at our very favorite restaurant, The Old Mill. We will dearly
miss Eileen at our next Gardner reunion. She just loved sharing family stories and
her memories of our long past loved ones. I just love this photo of her, it truly
represents Eileen and her enthusiasm for living life to it’s fullest. May God bless her
and keep her in His loving care.
Judith Ellen ( Rollfs) Green and family

Judith Green - February 23 at 01:21 AM

“

Eileen was an especially skilled volunteer at HOPE in its early years. The presence
of skilled educators like her meant that we could serve children academically at the
depth needed to truly promote both the child’s progress and the child’s sense of
worth. Eileen’s generosity of time and care was a treasure to all of us at HOPE.
Sr. Maxyne Schneider (one of HOPE’s four founders)

Maxyne Schneider, SSJ - February 22 at 02:31 PM

“

To Eileen's family. She was a great friend back in high school and on reunion
committees (class of '56). We don't see her much now since we moved to Fla, but we
hate seeing her pass. Our love to her family and we'll miss her. Ginny and Ted Reid.

Edward Reid - February 20 at 08:40 PM

“

Our Special "Auntie" we loved sharing holiday dinners with you and you were such a
good sport with the fun and games. Thank you for being the perfect addition to out
family, We love you Eileen. We will miss you!

Kathleen M Roth - February 20 at 12:03 PM

“

Kathleen M Roth lit a candle in memory of Eileen C. Sisk

Kathleen M Roth - February 20 at 12:01 PM

“

Eileen, you were so much more than a customer you were my friend. I will miss our
every other Monday “ coffee and conversation “ as we liked to call it. I’ll remember
and cherish all your stories!! Watching Ree Drummond’s cooking show now will bring
a smile to my face. Your faith in god was so strong and now he warmly embraces
you and you are reunited with your beloved family. So rest peacefully now my sweet
friend.... you will be missed

Sarah Piazza - February 20 at 06:35 AM

“

Dear Eileen:
It was a shock to learn that you have gone.,,You will be missed by so many that have
known you and loved you all your life. Your gentle voice and humor which you often
displayed will be remembered by many of your fiends and acquaintances
I remember the times you spent a weekend at our house in Wollaston and we drove
to Cape Cod and stayed the night in Hyannis. You were the only one who met
someone... a nice handsome young man who you spent hours talking with over a
couple of cocktails. He was very smitten with you it was obvious. my girlfriend Gail
and I were envious.
Also we went into The Prudential Center in Boston and had dinner at the top of the
Hub. After we went into the lounge and met a group of quirky guys, but we had fun
with them anyway.
And the time we went to see tommy Makim and The Clancy Brothers in Springfield.
We loved that Irish music.
Well Eileen, we certainly had a lot f fun and good times together. Patty and I enjoyed
our recent phone conversations. We'll definitely miss them but we'll be thinking of
you and praying that your finally at peace and no more heart problems. We'll see you
again when it's time for us to join you in that special garden being saved for all of us.
May peace be with you Eileen.

Mary Vitello - February 20 at 02:46 AM

“

Mary Vitelllo lit a candle in memory of Eileen C. Sisk

Mary Vitelllo - February 20 at 01:40 AM

