Charles Francis Russell Jr.
November 12, 1936 - March 1, 2018

Charles Francis Russell Jr., born in Winchendon, MA on November 12, 1936 to the late
Charles Francis Russell, Sr. and Doris Pinney Russell, died peacefully, surrounded by
family and friends, on March 1, 2018.
Charles leaves his wife of 57 years, Alice Sird Russell of Gardner, his daughter Kristin
Childs Russell of Frederick, MD, son Javan Charles Russell and his wife Natalie Robles
Russell of Ashburnham, and grandchildren, PFC Charles Franklin Christy, stationed in
South Korea, Alice Izabella Russell and Mia Daniella Childs Russell of Ashburnham.
Charles also leaves his sister, Barbara Russell Porter, extended family Virginia & Thomas
McTighe, Gail & William Calhoun, many nieces, nephews and cousins, dear friend and
caretaker, Amy Jean Goguen, and numerous other friends and family members.
Charles was raised within Camp Chanrudoma in Winchendon, MA, and graduated from
Murdock HS in 1954. He continued his education at Cushing Academy, and graduated
from Fitchburg State College in 1959, where he was also the youth director at the
Fitchburg YMCA. Charles obtained his Master’s Degree in Administration from Springfield
College in 1965, and continued as an educator for thirty-seven more years.
Charles began his career in education in 1959 at Athol Junior High where he taught math
and science. In 1966, Charles was hired by Tantasqua Regional High School, and soon
became a guidance counselor before returning to Athol as the High School Assistant
Principal with Principal, Richard Smith. Charles also served as Principal of Athol High
School before retiring in 1997.
Along with his family members, Charles carried on the tradition of operating Camp
Chanrudoma for decades. Starting with Ten Little Indians, Charles also directed
community theater in Sturbridge, Athol, and at Mount Wachuset Community College. As a
team with David Robertson, he produced musicals such as Godspell, Fiddler on the Roof,
Camelot, Man of La Mancha, and An Evening of Music. Mr. Russell also let children shine
in performances such as The Miracle Worker, and The Wiz.

Throughout much of their lives, Charles and Alice spent numerous times with loved ones
enjoying cookouts and other outdoor activities at the house they built on Sunset Lake.
Those who knew Charles admired his commitment, leadership, creativity, and good heart.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the Drama Club, ℅ Laura Robinson at Athol
High School, 2363 Main Street, Athol, MA 01331.
Funeral services are private.

Comments

“

PENELOPE LAUMAN HICKEY sent a virtual gift in memory of Charles Francis
Russell Jr.

PENELOPE LAUMAN HICKEY - March 13, 2018 at 03:30 PM

“

I am not sure if you are the Alice Sird I knew in Palmer. I came across your name in the
obituary. I am very sorry for your loss so new. I lost my dear husband two years ago. Even
if we necer knew each other, please accept my sincere regrets.
PENELOPE LAUMAN HICKEY - March 13, 2018 at 03:32 PM

“

Mr. Russell was a great educator in every sense of the word. Gentle, but very firm.
Kind and inspiring. A firm foundation in time of need for so many. His legacy will live
on. My sincerest condolences on the loss of one of my very favorite people from my
high school days. God Bless.

Ryan Hood - March 06, 2018 at 05:43 PM

“

To Alice & Family. We where so sad to hear of Charles passing . Like many others
George too thought of him as a great teacher. And we both for sure where greatful
for both of your help years ago with Bill As he was so lucky to crossed paths again
years later with you both . May you all have comforts from warm memories of your
times together. And know you are in our thoughts and prayers . George & Georgia
Thompson

George& Georgia Thompson - March 04, 2018 at 06:09 PM

“

Alice and all your dear ones, I'm thinking of you with love and care. Charles, unique
and caring, unique and daring, unique and sharing, will live on in the renewed spirits
of so many, many, many. What a teacher! What a guy!

Marcia Gagliardi - March 04, 2018 at 05:57 PM

“

Alice and family, so sadden by the news of Charles passing. I was just talking about
him the other day to a neighbor about my 7th grade math teacher, then coming back
home and talking with him when he was principle. Always thought he was such a
nice man. So glad that the two of you had so many years together. He will be missed
by all that were fortunate to know him My thoughts and prayers are with you

Eva-Gene Modzeleski Schimanski - March 04, 2018 at 04:04 PM

“

I WAS SO SAD TO HEAR ABOUT MR. RUSSELL I HAD HIM AS A TEACHER IN
JR. HIGH IN THE 60'S HE WAS A GREAT TEACHER ..............A GOOD MAN HAS
GONE TO BE WITH GOD AND WATCH OVER ALL OF US STILL HERE ON
EARTH.........LINDA (BALL) BAILEY

LINDA BAILEY - March 04, 2018 at 08:59 AM

“

MR Russell I am saddened to hear this news. Your brilliance will be missed.
Received so much inspiration from you over the years from you and Alice. I will never
forget you both. I read in my bible. ( receive free give free ) and that you have done
over and over. May god bless your family through this hard time.

William Thompson - March 03, 2018 at 10:38 PM

“

Mr. Russell put his heart into everything he did and everything he said! He was a
very passionate man and led with conviction!

Eliza Graton - March 03, 2018 at 06:01 PM

“

Freda and I send our deepest condolences to Alice and his family. Charlie was an energetic
and enthusiastic person. We both had the opportunity to be in "Oklahoma"; and several
other shows that the great team of Charlie and David Robinson presented in Athol in the
mid-1960's . He leaves a great legacy of leading Athol High School thru many successful
years..
Paull Maier
Paul Maier - March 06, 2018 at 02:20 PM

“

I was fortunate to have Mr. Russell as a principal during my years at AHS. He was
always there to have a listening year. My heart goes out to his family. Fly high Mr.
Russell. Class of '95

Jaimee Wellington - March 03, 2018 at 03:16 PM

“

I performed in three of his musicals while in high school and was later able to draw
on those experiences when I was the musical director for several school musicals.
My mother absolutely loved him and performed with my Dad in many musicals. He
gave a great gift to the community and he will be greatly missed.

Leslie Gerbasi Schroerlucke - March 03, 2018 at 12:07 PM

“

Alice, and family, you can't begin to know the lasting, very kind, memories that
Charles and you gave to me. I shall never forget you both. Please accept our family's
sincere condolences.

Francis (Frank) Wyant - March 03, 2018 at 11:30 AM

“

With deepest sympathy and fond memories, to the Russell and Porter families.
Tim & Priscilla

timothy glasson - March 03, 2018 at 10:40 AM

“

Thank you, Mr Russell, for your service to the public and for showing us how to stand
tall.

Ben Blanchard - March 03, 2018 at 09:05 AM

“

So sad to hear about the passing of Mr. Russell who gave so much to the town of
Athol and its schools. I was fortunate to have worked with Charles Russell both as an
administrator and a drama director. He was a very talented, very kind, very dedicated
man who served children and our District so well. My son and I can still recall his
telling his cast, "Early is on time; On-time is Late, and Late is Unacceptable." He set
the bar high and supported students as they worked to meet those high
expectations, helping each student to reach his or her potential. He really cared so
much about his students at AHS and the younger ones, as well! God's blessings on
you, Charlie, and on your family!

Mitchell Grosky - March 03, 2018 at 09:00 AM

“

Dear Mr. Russell I'm sorry to hear this news you were an amazing principal. Sending
my prayers and thoughts to your family. I was happy to be a student in Athol High
School. May your memory love on in the Halls of AHS. With love and respect Class
of 95 Christen Willard

Christen Williams - March 03, 2018 at 08:16 AM

“

So sorry for your loss. Mr. Russell was an excellent educator who inspired many. I
remember at Godspell practices he would say, “Ahead of time is on time.” Many
great memories of him at Athol High. He was one in a million. -Mary (Willard)
Hosman

Mary (Willard) Hosman - March 03, 2018 at 07:37 AM

“

Alice, my condolences to you and the family. I had Charles in 7th grade science. He
was great. Then I had the opportunity to participate in some of the plays he ran at
AHS. May he RIP.

Tony Kaczmarczyk - March 03, 2018 at 06:34 AM

“

Sending love and condolences to the Russell Family. I have many wonderful
childhood memories of Camp Chanrudoma and spending time with family there. You
are all in my prayers. Kim (Contois) Massak with Jack Contois.

Kim Massak - March 03, 2018 at 05:21 AM

“

Dear Charles, having been a colleague of yours for 20 years I have always found you
to be a good man, loyal to you staff and students. I am sad for your passing. Walter

Walter Perkins - March 03, 2018 at 04:58 AM

“

To family members of Mr. Russell and close friends, I am so sorry for your loss and
the grief that you are bearing as you contemplate your journey on this road of life
without him in it. He was Assistant Principal when I was at AHS and in my eyes, as a
student, he was one of the best administrators we ever had. He had a way of
maintaining authority while also befriending the students. He had a gleam in his eye
when he was excited about something, like a musical or play. We had a lot of
interaction in many ways but especially through my service as a Student Council
member. We would always connect before the school committee meetings to catch
up on the latest news from the student perspective and the administrative
perspective. You could always count on a joke or a witty phrase during these
meetings. He knew how to "connect" with the students. He could be a "softie", too,
with those students who needed a father-like figure in their lives and offered them
advice and wisdom that was beyond the call of duty for his job description. I have so
much respect and admiration for this man. His legacy lives on in having touched so
many lives in the course of his passions. My favorite memory of him? He was looking
at our class rankings and called me into his office. He asked, "How is it that you are
ranked #13 in your class? You should be.....(looking like he's thinking very hard).......
#3". I cracked up and so did he that he didn't say #1. Another favorite moment would
be when I won the Spirit Week Spelling Bee as a Junior. He approached me in the
hallway and said, "Okay. They didn't give you this word. Spell
"antidisestablishmentarianism". I did (correctly) and his eyes bugged out. I explained
that this word had been on my spelling list for the sixth grade Spelling Bee and he
just shook his head with that knowing smile on his face. May he rest in peace. He's
earned it. Hugs to those of you who tonight have tears in your eyes and heaviness in
your heart.

Sherry (Goland) Berube - March 02, 2018 at 11:47 PM

“

I had him for math - I was very grateful to him for teaching about checking
accounts.....never have I overdrawn my account. Thank you Mr Russell.

Robert Madison - March 02, 2018 at 09:05 PM

“

Lisa Gannett sent a virtual gift in memory of Charles Francis Russell Jr.

lisa Gannett - March 02, 2018 at 08:59 PM

“

Lisa Gannett lit a candle in memory of Charles Francis Russell Jr.

lisa Gannett - March 02, 2018 at 08:50 PM

“

What a wonderful, inspiring educator! Charlie Russell was a wonderful role model for
anyone who went into education or any type of leadership role. I truly enjoyed
knowing him as a student and enjoying chats with him as an alumnus. I use
something I learned from him nearly every day of my life.
Well done, old friend!
Robert Fellows, AHS 1978

Robert W Fellows - March 02, 2018 at 08:13 PM

“

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Kristin Russell - March 02, 2018 at 05:15 PM

“

lisa Gannett - March 07, 2018 at 09:07 AM

