Annette (Thibodeau) Kirby
February 22, 1933 - April 22, 2020

LEOMINSTER- Annette (Thibodeau) Kirby, 87, of Leominster, died Wednesday, April 22 at
the Highlands after an illness.
She was born February 22, 1933 daughter of the late Arthur and the late Violet (Rouise)
Thibodeau.
She leaves her husband of 62 years, Raymond Kirby; two daughters and their husbands:
Sharon and Perry Zanghi of Lunenburg and Susan and Kevin Canody of Fitchburg; her
son, David Kirby of Fair Oaks, CA; four grandchildren: Justin Zanghi, Brittney Zanghi
Ducharme and husband, Tom, Courtney Canody and Ryan Kirby, all of whom she
absolutely adored and had a very special relationship with; three great grandchildren who
brought her so much joy: Hunter Canody, Oliver Kirby and Ava Ducharme.
Besides her parents, she was predeceased by; a twin sister who died as a baby, her older
sister, Lillian and younger sister, Irene and a sister-in-law, Linda
Annette graduated from Leominster High School and worked at the New England
Telephone Company in her early days and then went on to be a stay at home Mom until
her family was grown. She then became a Nanny to Quinn Vickers Montgomery whom
she loved like her own granddaughter. She then cared for each one of her four
Grandchildren for years.
Annette was full of life!

She loved her family and caring for her grandchildren as they

grew up, this brought her such happiness. She could not sit still and was always on the
go. She loved shopping, talking on the phone with family and friends and sending cards.
She known for her meatballs and cooked the best roast beef. She made
many many hamburgers over the years for her husband.
She loved her children and was very proud of all of them. She wouldn’t hesitate to tell
them what to do or what she would do. She adored her grandchildren and each one had a

very special relationship with “Gramma”. She had fun and lots of laughs with them. They
could get her to do anything. She was enjoying being a great-grandmother and loved
when Hunter would visit at the nursing home so she could show her off and she was
looking forward to spoiling and rocking baby Ava.
Annette loved all her nieces and nephews and their families. She had a special love in her
heart for her nieces Lisa Duggar and Michel Kirby and nephew, Deacon Steven Gendron
and his wife Terry who would visit her with communion on Sundays.
She will be missed, she already is.
The family would like to thank the 3rd floor nurses at the Highland for all their care and
support. A special thanks to Kathy and Felicia for being with her when her family couldn’t
be at her passing. A special thanks to the activity director Kristi for all of her support.
Donations can be made to the Highlands Activity Department – 3rd floor to the attention
of Kristi @ 335 Nichols Road, Fitchburg, MA 01420.
A memorial Mass will be celebrated at a future date.
To send an online condolence, please visit http://www.mackfamilyfh.com. ;
Simard Funeral Home, 14 Walker St., Leominster, is assisting the family with arrangement
s.

Cemetery
St. Cecilia's Cemetery
Florence St.
Leominster, MA, 01453

Comments

“

It was 37 years ago that Nana came into our lives when we chose her to take care of
our 6 month old daughter Quinn. From the moment she took Quinn into her arms we
knew she was a special person. Soon she became more than just the person caring
for our daughter, but a trusted, caring, loving and protective grandmother and
motherly advisor to our whole family. There are so many stories we could share, but
several stand out. She often took Quinn to Coggshall Park to play, but one day while
there the geese began chasing Quinn and of course Nana sprang into action and ran
them off then they sat atop a picnic table for lunch. It was Nana who got Quinn her
first dog. She appeared in our driveway one Saturday morning with a little black dog
that she had found at a garage sale an announced she had found the dog for us.
What could we say? It was hard to say no to Nana! Thanks to Nana Sloopy became
part of our family. Because she took Quinn to so many places she was always quick
to remind us that she would never take Quinn to a jail or bar.Over the years we were
delighted to get to know her husband Ray, daughters Sharon,Sue and son David.
How blessed we have been that Nana welcomed us into her life and family. She was
loved by our family and will be missed.
Marke & Lon Vickers

Lon Vickers - May 01, 2020 at 04:47 PM

“

It was 37 years ago that Nana came into our lives when we chose her to take care of
our 6 month old daughter Quinn. From the moment she took Quinn into her arms we
knew she was a special person. Soon she became more than just the person caring
for our daughter, but a trusted, caring, loving and protective grandmother and
motherly advisor to our whole family. There are so many stories we could share, but
several stand out. She often took Quinn to Coggshall Park to play, but one day while
there the geese began chasing Quinn and of course Nana sprang into action and ran
them off then they sat atop a picnic table for lunch. It was Nana who got Quinn her
first dog. She appeared in our driveway one Saturday morning with a little black dog
that she had found at a garage sale an announced she had found the dog for us.
What could we say? It was hard to say no to Nana! Thanks to Nana Sloopy became
part of our family. Because she took Quinn to so many places she was always quick
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Marke & Lon Vickers

Lon Vickers - May 01, 2020 at 11:23 AM

“

A word to Sue..... It is Janet Fickett ,Sue. Sharon had told me of your loss and I just
want you to know that you have been much in my thoughts and that I send my most
sincere condolences at this time.

Janet Fickett - April 30, 2020 at 02:44 PM

“

Just the other day, I took a drive by the old neighborhood. So sorry for your loss.
GOD BLESS AND BE SAFE
Marilyn (Ahti) Bousbaa

Marilyn Bousbaa - April 30, 2020 at 12:42 AM

“

Sharon & Perry lit a candle in memory of Annette (Thibodeau) Kirby

Sharon & Perry - April 29, 2020 at 03:39 PM

“

Although we weren’t blood relatives, I believe we were joined by fate when I was just
6 months old. From that day on, I gained a true grandmother figure and called her
Nana. I am so thankful to the Kirby, Zanghi, and Canody families for taking us under
their wing and treating us as their own.
Meals at Nanas were the best and her meatballs can’t be beat! I always looked
forward to her cards, typed letters, and phone calls over the years. I loved our
adventures like trips to Coggshall park or walking at Searstown Mall.
I love you Nana and will miss you deeply.
Quinn

Quinn Montgomery - April 28, 2020 at 08:49 PM

“

Annette Kirby our thoughts and prayers are with you. You were the mother of a close friend
of ours Susan Canody who helped out so many families while working at the Hillcrest
Nursing Home. You truly had a wonderful family.
Maurice 'Pat and Conrad Boudrreau
Moe, Pat and Conrad Boudreau - April 29, 2020 at 12:14 PM

“

Ray, Sharon, Sue, David & families! Annette was very special to me. I have great memories
growing up with all of you. Annette dragged me along like I was another one of her kids;
shopping trips or to visit 'Ma' Later, we became friends and spent many hours laughing and
talking over a cup of coffee. She spoiled my own kids with cookies or candy whenever she
had the chance! I loved Annette. I am so sorry to hear of her passing. I hope you will find
peace and comfort knowing she made a difference in my life, as she did with so many
others.
Sherrie Forest
Sherrie Forest - April 29, 2020 at 04:06 PM

“

Aunt Annette, thank you for all the care and love over the years. For the letters and
numerous phone calls, just to say hi and make sure everyone in Washington was ok.
Though I lived on the other side of country... you always made me feel right at home.
I miss you so much. RIP
Lisa Dugger - April 30, 2020 at 04:22 PM

“
“

So sorry for your loss Sue......Mary Farrell-Cantor
Mary Farrell-Cantor - May 03, 2020 at 08:51 AM

Hello and I am sorry for your loss. She sounded wonderful. I found a very old book and I
would like to get it back to the family. I believe Annette may have known a Mabel, possibly
Ellen Crowley's daughter, who may be tied to the book. Please email me if this rings a bell.
L2285smith@gmail.com.
Lisa Norton - October 08, 2020 at 03:40 PM

