Aline A. (Arsenault) Rafalski
May 24, 1926 - May 6, 2020

GARDNER – Aline A. (Arsenault) Rafalski, 93, of Gardner, Mass., passed away on May 6,
2020 at Gardner Rehabilitation and Nursing Center. Aline was born in Fitchburg, Mass. on
May 24, 1926, the daughter of the late Raymond and Rose (LeBlanc) Arsenault. She was
predeceased by her two brothers and three sisters: Robert, George, Lily, Florence, and
Lorraine.
Aline was the devoted wife of the late Raymond J. Rafalski and will be deeply missed by
her three children: Her eldest son Richard Goguen and his wife Lynda of Fountain Valley,
California, her daughter Rachel Stephano and her fiancé Tom Roberts, and her son David
Rafalski and his wife Maria Panagiotes-Rafalski, all of Gardner; her five grandchildren,
Jimmy and Michelle Goguen, Hope Hietala, Joshua and Adam Stephano; and three greatgrandchildren.
A life-long Gardner resident, Aline attended Holy Rosary School and worked in many of
the local factories throughout her life including Saquoit Paper Company and Simplex Time
Recorder. She retired from the City of Gardner as a housekeeper at the Greenwood
Swimming Pool in 1988. Aline was always known to be a dedicated employee and took
great pride in her work.
Aline cherished time with her family. She found delight in the accomplishments of her
children and grandchildren and enjoyed spending time attending their sporting events and
plays when they were younger. Those that knew her knew she loved nothing more than a
home cooked dish of pasta and had an affinity for everything sweet.
A celebration of life will be announced at a later date.
Memorial contributions may be made to Holy Family Academy, 69 Nichols Street, Gardner,
MA 01440.
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“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Rachel Stephano - May 15 at 09:46 AM

“

Randy and I have so many fond memories of visiting with Auntie Aline over the
years. Sending our love and sympathy to Rachel, David, and Dicki & their families.
She dearly loved her children, grandchildren, and great grands. So sorry this Covid
craziness doesn't allow the extended family to celebrate her life. Hopefully at a later
date. Love is eternal, it never dies. Her legacy lives on in all of you.

Randy and Bernadette Arsenault - May 14 at 11:33 AM

“

Bernadette, yours and Randy's kindness to my Mom is greatly appreciated. She loved
seeing her extended family especially after her siblings were gone, as it no doubt helped
her feel connected to them. Thank you for your listening ear to her and to me. God Bless
you.
Rachel Stephano - May 15 at 09:11 AM

“

Aline will be missed by those who loved her. I was a lucky one to love her and I know
she loved me. Rest in Peace Aline. Kathy O'Brien

Kathy O'Brien - May 12 at 04:47 PM

“

Kathy, you are right, she did love you. Thank you for giving her the gift of your friendship
over the years.
Rachel Stephano - May 15 at 09:09 AM

“

I was so shocked when I went on facebook to see that Aunt Aline passed. I was just
thinking about her yesterday and about the time when Rachel was a baby and my
Mom (Lily) was babysitting her. When Aunt Aline came to take her back, I brought
Rachel in the carriage for a walk and was trying to hide her so she wouldn't have to
go back home. My thoughts are with all of you, especially Rachel, David and Dickie.
She was a very strong lady and it must have been difficult for her to see all of her

siblings pass.

Nancy Barry - May 12 at 02:30 PM

“

Nancy she always loved you. She spoke very fondly of you. She was a very strong lady
and had a big heart.
Rachel Stephano - May 15 at 09:01 AM

“

We were so very sorry to hear of Aline's passing. Our heartfelt condolences go out to
her family.
Love,
Sandy and Jack Bruso

Sandy Bruso - May 12 at 11:31 AM

“

“

Thank you Sandy and Jack. Your kind words are very much appreciated.
Rachel Stephano - May 15 at 08:57 AM

To Rachel, her brothers, and all of the family,
My deepest sympathy goes out to all of you. May the memories of Aline ease your
sorrow as you go though this difficult time. Sharon Stone Como

Sharon Como - May 12 at 08:30 AM

“

Thank you so much Sharon. She's not suffering any longer, but we will miss her. I hope you
are well!
Rachel Stephano - May 15 at 08:56 AM

“

I treasure our time together aunty... you always had a ready laugh , a kiss and a hug
. You loved your Charleston Chews candy and each time my sisters and I visited, you
always made us feel special.
Lisa

lisa nelson - May 11 at 01:23 PM

“

Lisa she was always so excited to know that you were coming to visit. She loved you girls
and missed your mom every day. They are together again and are no doubt beautiful.
Rachel Stephano - May 11 at 06:31 PM

“
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Josh Stephano - May 11 at 12:55 PM

“

You always made her smile Josh.
Rachel Stephano - May 12 at 10:52 AM

